


for everyfhing there is
an oppoinied season,
Bind o fime for evenining
undter hecwen-
A fime for shanag,
o fime for caring
A fime for loving
o fime foe q'mnq-_
B Hiree for rEmembErlnq.

ahime Fof p:nrhnq.

You have maoe evergthing

beautful in itr fime
for everything rou 0o
emaiy forever

Ire Loving Memory
JOSEPH R. BATMAN
DATE OF BEIRTH
JULY 31, 1820
DATE OF DEATH
OCTOSERA 14, 1984
AGE 845 YEARS, & MONTHS, 20 DaYs
SERVICES
W, G KYEER FUNERAL BOME
WEENESDAY AFTERMNOON
COCTOBER 17, 1964
400 ol CLOCK
CLERGYMAN OFFICIATING
REV. GLEMMER MATHENY
Organisi—ELSIE BATMAN
INTERMENT
E. U. B. CEMETERY
SHENANDOAH, VIRGINIA

W, G KYGER FUMERAL HOME
EHENANDOAH, VIRGINLA
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* HEADQUARTERS
39T SEEVICE GROUP
DET "a" AP0 634
¢ffice of the Coma nding Officer

3 November 1943
SUBJECT: Awarggof the Good Conduct !"ecal .
T0 : T/Ath Grade JOSEPH R. BaTMAN, 13117221, |

. AN
1. Under the provisions of AR 600-(8, Jated 4 Y'av 193, yon ere herebty
awarded the Good Conduct l'edal.

' 2. In lieu of the l'edel and Ridhon, whizh will rot be furnished during,
the present emergency jyou are authorized to purchase ard wear the ribbon,

3. The award of this medal indicates that, your behavior has been exemplary.
Jour chara®ter excelient ard ycu have proven your fidelity by continousJa' ver-
forming your Auties faithfully and efficicontly.

4o As your Commanding Cfficer I =n »roud that your record is of such
character as to merit this award. Pleas: accept mr personal an! sincers con-

gratulations. = / ‘

STall™7 =UR3T,
. t. Colonel AG, "
Cormmanding.
* !
*
-~ a
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HEADOWUARTERS 306TH POMBARIZNIT GROUP (H)
Ofrice of the Conwanding Orficer

. The lst Bombardment Division has been awarded a Presidcntiai Citation for
"extraordinary hereism, determination and esprit de corps in aetion against the
enemy on 11 Januiry 1944." This award is.the highest thrt can be given to a

- Unite It is equivalent to the Distinjuished Serviee Cross, which is ‘the‘second

highest award that can be given to an individual,

- The targets of the lst Division on 11 January were the Focke Yulf assembly
plunt at Oschersleben and the factory supplying purts for Junkers fighters at
Halberstadt, both in central Germuny, about 3C0 miles inside enemy territory,

‘The 306th Group, flying its 10Lth uission with Colone). Robinson leading, led

the attack on Halberstudt, The other Divisions were scheduled to hit aireraft
plants in the same area, :

Two hundred seventy five Fortresses, including 33 from the 306th Group,
comprised the 1lst Division. Shortly before the Division reached its target
areas, a recall was sent out from headquarters becnuse increusingly bad weatner
threatened to close the hope bases, At that tine some of the boubers of the
other Divisions and somv of the fighters which had been assigned to our foree
returned to their buvess The lst Division air Cowvwnder, however, becuuse of
the oxtreme importance of the assigned targets s decided to ecarry on the attackse
Both targets wero hit visually with excullent results,

For two hours, from the target to thu North Sua sous 300 miles away, the
Division, with its reduced fighter escort s Tought its wiy through flak and
unceasing fighter attack by Fii 190's, Ju 88's, Lo 10Y's, 110's, 2)10's and 410's,
Of these, the Division is officiully oredited with having dustioyed 210, This
is the largest-nuuber ever destroyed by snc Division on & siigle mission. Forty
throe more were probably destroyed and 84 dwmigude. These attacks knocked down
42 bombers of lst Division, but there wera five snamy fighters destroyed for
overy bomber which failed to return., The 306th Group was subjected to partic-
ularly savage attacks, during which we lost 5 aircraft in less than 10 mimtes,
including both of Colonul Hobinson's wing men. This Group destroyed 17 fighters
probably destroyed 4 more and damaged 1., '

‘ Practically all the 30bth aireraft were shot up -- thirteen severely,
Three were so seriously damagoed tlet they were scrapped, One nan was killed,
13 wounded., Many were ruveogmended for and received special decorations for
heroism against heavy odds and:for their offorts in succussfully returning
damaged aircraft &nd wounded mcn to Ingland,

This mission was one of a series of heavy and cffoetive klows which findlly

"broke the back of the German Air Force. Mot only wure a groat wany airéraft

destroyed in the air, but mamifacture and assembly of new fighters »as critic-
ally curtailed, The spectacular and destructive advances by ground forces on
all fronts would have bwen impossible witnout the: work done by 8th Air Foree

heavy bombers, 1In these opurations, the lst Division, the oldest Division in
the E.TeOes, has been outstanding.frou the beginning, The 300th Group, one of
“the-original. -Groups and the oldest in continuous conbat, nas played a major

part in these successes, und every member of this organization, on the ground

‘or in the air, can feel justly proud of his contribution toward the successful

prosecution of the¢ war in REurope, .
.. A Distinguished Unit Badge identifying this citation will be issued to all

. individuuls who are assignod or attuched as members of tho lst Boubardment Div-

ision, to become part of the uniform as follaws:
8. Individuals who wore assigned or attached to t:is command on 11 Jans=
uary 1944 are entitled to wear it as a pormanent part of the uniforw, '
‘ be Individuals who have been subsuquently assigned or attached are entit~
led to wear the Badge us long us they remain with this cormand, ‘
¢e This decoration will be worn with the cluss "." uniforn at all tinos .
on tho right breast centered over the pocket,
" ds Authority to wear the Distinguished Unit Badge permanently will be
noted in service records and Qualification Cards,

Permanently Awarded to Tec/l Joseph R, Batmn



Axdfond, England,

13 Ray, 1945,
Desr
‘l'-'l-hr,hr.'l.ﬂl',lﬂ.i.fmulfmlﬂrthlt-d-timﬂ'rmuuﬂ-
hMIﬂ“[ﬂ]m_ﬂlﬂ’HWHHhﬁ!lﬂw-imlu
nene of we will forget in the neer Dulize, if ever, Wo dan term it sn advartumm
sve Um Weperisnes, bepsuss 4t wns the firet bime in our lives timt we purtieds
pated in smything of this sart. ip wers o witness the frult of labor and deveste
- Shon thel owr osmbined ir Faroes (W 4 A reine! dowm wpon the Oarmera. Hete's
] the sbory of owr mlssion. .
|
On this daté, Mey 10th., st D900 bow,, ws wers swskened by the Srusdron Charpe
dmmdhmuﬂrmwmmm_um- to tha
koss Hall whwry we bhad broakifest et 0450 hess Upen owr departure fyos the breskiumd
takble, we od journed to the Eriefing ilocw, shere nt MH0 tre., tte Briafing Offlesy
showed us preelsely whetn oy Towr F Op 4im” wilm 0 take place, The sotirs
£1igt wms to take eight (8) houwrs to capelula ond wo werw to sover about elxtesn
tundred (1609) pdles ever Pnglend, Salgites, !cllasd, Sorwamy and Framoe,

;
‘

of w8 evar flov over $he levter four (4) coustries the wxoitemesd

s plans before mod bellove me, w Yeally bad the Lir
alind imto the harmesses. it CH1Y% kro., eut plar
waro=-up pericd. From the tise thet the switolos e tigrmed an the motors “tuened
thelr constant roer wes L0 continue until wer ware t mowed into
: st 84% hre. and st B2 Frs,, ny plann
rumnmy snd our trip was on,

l-m-lnn'unhlunﬁmhtnr;ltnuuil,umn::ﬂium::lﬂdll
fifteon hasdred (1500) feok whore we were Joined by the rest of the plames that were
to partioipste in thde “light, ‘ken wo fmiwed in V-forntions of thres (3), l'n':-
1y

e

T

of the planes wers poirted for the Mnglisk Qusnel and the Burcpesn Continant.
sdverture bad begunl Yo were off for "Fertreso Ewropsl®

4% OMS hrs. we remched |argute, the last ;isce of English land we were %o
over wrtdl vur Tetww oight (8) boterw lzter. 'hile over the Chammel, leuldng baek
Comard we Baw the "hite 0liffs o Dover. As the Ciiffs dissppesred frew owr
viow, ve fnglamd bahind snd tbe Consinent luy shead.

Ay 1012 borp,, wo were {lying over iand sgain. Checking our
we wars eight (8) milss morth of Ontend with .ntwerp on owr left
right. 't 10% hrs,, wa were winging over bastrickt, | cllend and free here & for
4ha next several hours wa warw Lo Lly over Geowmeny.

Tha firet city of sny lpoge sise t ol we ware to #eo wes achen, whick wes resshel
st 1758, kere not only bosbeorators wers visible, but evidenoe of tank befttles,
artillery and mertar slell kales wers ir plain sipht, Eo alse saw part of the

‘l'-
e



b

Solwainfurt was owr nest

_ 1 gﬁ 'inrm-q:yil-hﬂ._ e This
aivy, the luorner fepber of Bearing o P Y Bad @ pulng over, @ aﬂthdl
ses, nothing bet ruin we 4o SN o loro,

Aot B AL o ST R
elgnl jiroduring cebtors af thoe meial, ot 130, MMiMesn (1

mirnkes 1ot v, o4 1309 ks, , ve wore owver Karlmnude,.

The la't ¢ glty mx tlo lest lerir cit: we ware to Ty cover in Oervany, for ot
1336, w ! lew over Stresbourg in Irapes, 3y this time post of the =en wore tired ad
most of ur releved wniil 1459 bra., whem w7 recched Jarie, D'are the oxpltessn) and
intar ot Lok or new Mfw, Us pleked 0wt wost plooed of interost to the tewrimt
napalys Eiffel Towaer, Botre Urme Gatledral, —ro de Trioerhe, Chiersw dw Elyween. Paris
is indesd » Large and beoutiful sliy.

At 129 Lev., we we e gver Housm, tis city whlcl wn the Cirst to foel tha hlow
of the the small 8% ir Torowe, for oo my, 17, 1941, the first flight of fwelwe
(12) Fertresses Ltrodused Ony BonBing cver the morsralling yards in this eity.

dit: housn, wa warv cowing to the last lep of our tour, for at 1945 has,, m
recohed the Daglisr Ghawel and ot 18ll we ware !lyirs over Jrighton, Emglend.

Our planses seds troir greoeful lendicge at 1704 and 1707 hre., All of ua were

tired and our esre throblbe. from the oeem at neumding of the sixteen hundred (12807)
ongines, bt if you could mec » were fubilact sroup of boys, you'd have 4o

ook v long way. Eslye hoping to sees more of the Santinest 1 the near futurid.

;z: 1 kawm't bored you with my rarrsiiva, but 1 pobl sus! s kiok out of the Wrip
1ALk A I'd write end tall you sbout 1L, "Clesrio” Toy yom,

AT avar,



SAVE THIS FORM, IT WILL MOT BE REPLACED IF LOST

This record of job essignmenes and special craming reccived in the Army is Pornished to che soldier when be lraves the service, - In i prepara-
vion, mnformation @ taken from available Army records and ju%lgmlllﬂ] by periggal interview. The inlormation about civiliaa educatios asd
work experience is bused on the individual's own ssatementss.  The vereran may présent chis document t0 formes employers, prospective employers,

eeprescutatives of schools oe colleges, or use it in any uther way thar may prove ial ta him.
I, LAST HAME—FIRST WAME—MIDOLE [FTIAL MILITARY SGEUFATHE, ASGHEHMENTS
0 MONTHS 11, GRADE | I MILITARY COOURATIGNAL BRESEALTY

BATMAN, JOSEFH R :
2. AMMY BIMAL MO, 1 GRASE &, SOCIAL SECURTY R 1 Pvt Army Aly Foroe Basl o

Training (521)

13 117 3221 5 Sgt 229 0 8 ;
nl-tr'?l.u.r-rnzr HSAI.IHH Angmesd l#ﬂﬁ[.mﬂﬂ. 5 hﬁj &7 Tao JL futomotive Mechanlo {Dlll-l.]

427 Lth Street,; Shenandoah,
_ Ppge County, Virginia

10 |3 ﬁét dutomobile “Body Hepairman

i GATE OF ENTHTY IRTD T. OATE OF SEF&RATHON B BATE ©F WeRTH EEDI‘}
AETIVE SERVIEE . i i !
10 Ssp 42, 10 Janhb 31 Jul 20

B FLACE OF SCFARATION ©

Separation Center, Ft. Oeoc G ™sude, Md, |
SUMMALY OF MILITARY OCCUPATIONS
¥ !

13, TETLE=DESCRIPTION —RELATID CIVILIAN OCCUPATICH

AUTCMOBILE BODY REPATAMAN--Installed and repaired sheet metal objeots of moter
vehigles, Cut sheet metel with hand shears and hand operated metal cutting machines.
Bent, ground and punched metal artiole into desired shape. A4ligned and straightened

the frams, body and fenders of automobiles., Used sheet metal meohanle's tools.

WD AGO Foms This form wapersedes W ALUG Feem 100, 13 Jaly b, whick will nod be used.
1 awt nass 100 :
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_ MILITARY EDUCATION

14, NAME OR TYPE OF SCHOOL—COURSE OR CURRICULUM~-DURATION--DESCRIPTION

18, NAME AND ADDRESS OF LAST SCHOOL ATTENDED
None
Enkton. Virginia

v e v+ ey o

19. MAJOR COURSES OF STUDY

None

None
CIVILIAN EDUCATION S
15. HIGHEST GRADE 18. DEGREES OR DIPLOMAS | 17. YEAR LEFT OTHER TRAINING OR SCHOOLING A B
COMPLETED . SCHOOL
20. COURSE—NAME AND ADDRESS OF SCHOOL—DATE | 21. DURATION ¥
7 Grade " None : 1936 ‘ '

CIVILIAN CX:CUPATIONS

22 'I’ITI.E—MME AND Am QF E’IPLOYBR—-lNCLUBIVE DAMRIPI’ION

work to two fellow worker mechanios.

AUTONOBILS MECHANIC:-Was employed by Batman's Garage, Shenandoah, Virginia, from’

- 1937 to 1942, Repaired and overhauled automobiles and'trdoksi‘ Reﬁaired ‘the. trans-
misaion aystem. rear end, differontiala. ignition, ground valvea;rinstalleﬁ rings.
aligned wheels, adjusted oarburetors and fixed brakea, and olutohes. Did hody and

fender work. Removed old paint and applied new paint with %.?PﬁQY“QQP-JL}A§q18F°d

'..‘|‘..1A.

. ) ____ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

- - - - ~ . B - .. - e P B S

None

25. SIGNATURE OF SEPARATION CLASSIFICATION
OFBICER i °

3. COYERNASNT PRINTING GFPICE—O~087477

28. NAME OF OFFICER (Typed or Stamped)

SOPHUS F PETERSON 1st'Lt.AC

- S, SV S SR

SO o eemaaen S 5T SETUppIy IR ——



ARMY SERVICE FORCES

TRANSPORTATION CORPs ()

ARMY ﬂfp;THE UNITED STATES

NEW YORK POMF EMBARKATION

b ‘\
returned to the fUNITED STATES on the
ship
which sailed f‘mm
on ".

Eig.
Tite

l:‘_____.a--'ﬁ-:.'.h
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Gen. Dou plaz A, MacArihor, His Wife, and Hiz Son, Arthur

A Father’s Prayer

By Gen. Douglas A, MacArthur

UVILD me a sem, O Lord, who will

be strong cnough to know when he
t8 weak, and brave enoogh 1o face him-
sell when he is afraid; one who will be
pround and unbending in honest defeat,
and humble and gentle in victary,

Build me 8 2om whose wishbane will
nol be where hiz backbone should be: m
Json who will kEnow Thee—and That o
{know. himself is the foundalion stome of
knowledpe,

Lead him, I pray, nel in the path of
veags and comforl, but under lhe stressz
{and spur of difficullies and challenpe,
‘Hord, led him: learn to stand up ko the
glarm; here, let him learn compoasion
for thams wha fall,

Build me a sonm whose heart will be
clear; whose goal will be high: & =en
who will master himsell before he seeks
to masier other men; one who will learn
to lough, yei never farget how 1o wrap:
one’ who will reach into the fubure, yet
never forgel the past,

And after all these things are his, add,
[ pray, enouph of & Sense of humar, mo
that he may always be sorious, wet never
lake himself too serlously, Glve him
humilify, so thok he may always remem-
ber the simplicity of brue greatness, the
epen mind of frue wisdom, the meekness
of true strength, Then 1, hiz father, will
dare to whisper:

1 have not Heed In valn.™
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JOSEPH R_BATMAN

) T 0 you who answered the call of your

country and served in its Armed
Forces to bring about the total defeat of
the enemy, I extend the heartfelt thanks of
a grateful Nation. Asoneofthe Nation’s
Jfinest, you wundertook the most severe
task one can be called upon to perform.
Because you demonstrated the forti-
tude, resourcefulness and calm judgment
necessary to carry out that task, we now
look to you for leadership and example
n further exalting our country in peace.

Mol —

THE WHITE HOUSE



ARMY AIR FORCES

Certificate of ZAppreciation

FOR WAR SERVICE

JOSEFH R. BATMANW

g CANNOT meet you personally to thank you for a job well done; nor can I
hope to put in written words the preat bope 1 have for your success in future life,

Together we built the striking force that swept the Luftwaffe from the skies
and broke the German power to resist, T be total might of that seriking force was
then snleashed upon the Japanese, Althongh you no longer play an active mili-
tary part, the contribution you made to the Air Forces was essential in making ws
the greatest team in iie world,

The ties that bound us snder stress of combat must not be broken in peacetime,
Together we share the responsibilivy for guwarding onr country in the air. We
who stay will never forget the part you bave played while in uniform. We know
you will continue to play a comparable role as a civilian, Ar onr ways part, let me
with you God speed and the best of luck on your road in life. Our gratitude and
respect po with you.

COMMANDING GENERAL
ARMY AIRL FORCES
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CERTIFICATE IN LIEU OF LOST OR DEETHbTED
Honorable Bischarge
.,% i fo m@ﬁ; Mﬂ-ﬁ'

JOSEFH R BATMAN 13 117 221 Staff Sergeant
a40th Adr Englineer Sguadron

Hrmy of the Enited States

exad My .@dnﬂﬁmﬁ;wf ﬁnm (e mcﬁ&m:;; dernice cy‘g ﬁ'{a
%MM 1.% 9{ @fm al Fort George G leads Knyyland

et 10 January 1946

ﬂd aw@éxmﬁe & acearded as a leslimaoncal (y'(? .ﬁwmf aned %ﬁffffﬂf
tpﬁm lo LA mn&y =

W ad e Wa . f‘ﬁﬁﬂ.ﬂfmmﬂ ﬂuﬁrﬂ?a’m_ P ?. em 10 Uarch 1948

'%'l oxdex J&{s Ffm&zﬁy eyfpﬁ”ﬂ?

H—Hhuhﬁ--lri--—lwmﬂu-udc-.u._-uur;lm" wibwring the Sesrvuary of War 1o lmmish reertifid s b B
ul lot o dassrarred discharges™ -mwﬂ_nﬂmth_umu_hdﬂmﬁuhl—
1o o dasivayad, snd upan e cvsditin g by il Aci thar lhhmlﬁ't'u—rhw-: m-h-lnn.rﬂr-.ntd-rd_-phnh
Ulndind Sestow for pay, bounty, or other allewsno, or s axblens i any otk ness,”

NOTE—Tisis vorifllcate s sl from (b silles of The Adjutmg Gasssl sl e Army wille) sramer. Ay sdditon. sharstion. o srssesrs meds D b

WD AGD Form
I Janisety 16LS

L

P | '
FuPTE, P, B3T OCED. B P 48, M "!'}--1
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HONORABLE DISCHARGE
5. LAET WANE - PIRET AR = ﬁ IRITIAL ln. anET |-m.."ul-_h, . n.-?'. L._ AR DR RERGIEE B DO EERGMLNT

BATMAN _ JOSEPH R 13 117 221 | s sar MF | Aus
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MILITARY HIBTORY
Bl DATE OF |MOGSTIGH | o3 GLTE OF L LR T e T T N T T I T T

_______ | 10 sep k2 10 S5eP b2

BE, FLECL OF dATHY el BFMYICE

LP Lt VA

n:u TITE |um "llll"-'l! LT T [ Lo -AIID wtatm I mw. hﬂhq ADDALES AT TIME OF LETuy iNf0 Saevic s
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AUTO BODY REPAIRMAN _ 201 .. IVER AND MECH BADGL wiTH MECH ua&

- maT e aamn ol LFC e

NONE

———

AT e o™= G000 CONDUCT MEDAL  EUROPEAN AFRICAN MIDOLE CASTERN
THEATER SERVICC RiBBON DISTINGUISHED UNIT BADGE  WORLD WAR i
VICTORY RiBBON :

b—— %
B, WOUNDE AECEIVED |8 RETIGN

| NONE

TWmaLLrE TYFNGIE | TETamus ﬂ!‘"” B T -‘iﬁ. RRRINAL
1 _APR Bl ocT b5 |ocT b2 T'rF-m;# 8 oec b2 ENGLAND 16 DEC k2

TOTAL LEMETH gr SAmYEES BN, HIGHEEY WRLDE HELD

rn-'rl.\r-".“_ ::n'rll.'t -ﬁ‘I-H NENVEEE

TEANN | WoaTee| NAES | PRAEE | @oNTEE | bara DEC IT STATES
0]/ 31313/ 028 ssar | 3 ____ED | 5 JAN As|

Sl PR BERYICE
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12 February 1987

Dear Mrs. Batman:

Let me offer the condolenmee of the 306th Bomb Group Association
to you in the passing of your husband, Joe.

Thank you for writing me. We will remove his name from the mail-
ing list and carry a notice of his death in the April issue of

Echoes.

I also appreciate the materials which you sent along, whichb ans=
wetrmost of the questions that I had in trying to complete the
picture of the men of the 306th.

We feel there are so many that we have not been able to reach,
that we are pleased whenever we can add anyone to our mailing
list. We treasure them and hate to lose them.

Again, my thanks to you for your nice letter.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong
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