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Wene Mo Collins Jr.
2973 Hentherbras Drive
Foland, OH. LL514

Yeyr!ill T was just given a ecopy of tnz J05ih Echoes. After 33 years

who woulz hove thoupht that you woulda mect anotner ex-pilot that had served
in the seme Group snd Squanron and at bthe same time., And on the golf courss
to boot. Obviously we didn'ht recognize each otier bat Joing the course of

che round il came oud that both of uz had bean in the Piting BEiting 309th,

I'd lowe to pet on the roster and recelve copdes of the newsletter.
BEill me for any charges or subscription fees. Also if there is & direciery

1ist availabis, T weuld like a copy.

I'm enclosing a couple of orders and doouments to establish anthenticity.
Although T have no ordérs assigning my crew bo the Juath I do have our
oversvas gsaignment orders. AlSo my mission log indlicating my Tirst

twenty one (21) mizsions witn che 36%4th at whiech time I was transferred

*

b0 Bhp 305%n enb Yroap Lo wssiat In activating & new cimbal 5Quadrur.

Thonk

a2~

Frank dSoanpme it
205 Mukiltea Blv'd.
cverath, Wi. 50203
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18, The folldwing nomed crew WP by air in the sireraft as indicated
below ot the proper time fram Grenisr Field, ilanchester, New Humpshire, via
Sorth .tledtic Route to the Suropsan Theitre of Upsrations, London, Englond,
reporting upon arrival ithereat to the Commander, 8th .ir Foree Service
Ccammond, .ir Tronsport Command Terminals of rrival, British I=lgs, for

== further pssignment and duty =ith the Bth .Ar Foreca.

Shipment lo. FE=  =.J 209
Projeet ¥o. 92044-R

AU Ho. 12945-.7 109 Sk i,

817G Crew Nos F2- =~aJ109 "7 T T p2-102455
Filst 2nd +t. James F. Griffin Golubod
Ca-Pilot 2nd Lt. Edvord R. Robertg ™. "0 07+ IUDEINITI
Navigator 2nd Lt. .rthur O. Thomas CTuE58E5
Bombardier 2nd Lt. David G. Careo 0761397
Zngineer 5/5at, Elbert L. Jenkins 3598610
Radio.Upa. | ., . 5/t . nenry L. Brooks 326ul93l
orm. Guaner. ., .. ..Pvt, fobert L. Thompson 39127206
Gunner .. . ., .. SEte wlbeng (MMI) Tpipodi T T RORaNaTRAD Lt
Sunger . ... ., .. Sgt. Clifford C. Rocckeman fiOTET) Y 36093 - -
Gunner > Sgte Hack ©. Ritchie o S RS Tn A

* Bhipment No. FZ- =097 ' "« 7
Project NJ. G264l -H 2 E R
PO No. 12945-.097

B=17C " Crew No. FaA- -J97° " RARTAE wy2=-102590- - -
Pilat . .. 2pa Lt, Froncis . sennett 0757151
Co=-Filot Pnd LtV ilhart V. Lulledheauxy Jre '+ 0819269
Navigator 2nd Lt. Darrell %i. bier 0709429
~wBombardier " ong Bt Donald! Fi Borghordt: L0 oo 8761391
Engingar i o g ed§7 Livin By Kosberg™ TLih 0 o - 160BOLTT -
Radio Op.’ YUOUEBetTTIORR H. hesthuca, Tra 7o garro 37501694
arm, Guaner . g te Hathan (I} Chadakoff 12126769
‘Cunney vt " BEt . Jobh’ V. Iagcarusa 33575025
Gunner e Sgt. Howard I. Parks 16165897

1 LT

Guoner,, . .. .. Bets E¥En V. Locher 52761091
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June 3, 1993

To: Russell Strong

You asked why 1 was transferred from the 306th Bomb Group:
As 1 undersiand it

In July 1944 the 422nd Squadron of the 305th Bomb Group was de-activated as a
"nickel carrying” (propaganda leaflet) night flying unit, and was re-activated as a regular
Combat Flying Squadron. Four experienced crews were transferred from other Bomb
Groups of the Wing to serve as a nuclei of the new 422nd Combat Squadron, While the
remainder of the squadron was composed of new replacements directly from the states.

Major Charles Flannagan, acting C.O. of the 369th Squadron - 306th Bomb Group
assigned my crew, with twenty-one missions flown, as a representative crew from the
306th B.G. One of the reasons he gave me (which [ took with a grain of salt) was that
because of the number of pilots with more seniority in the 369th ahead of me, that it
would be difficult, if not impossible for me to attain the rank of Captain, during my tour of
duty, and the transfer to the 305th would virtually assure higher promotions for all of my
crew. We were transferred with great reluctance on our part, and finished our tour of
thirty-four missions with the 422nd Squadron - 305th B.G.

The unfortunate part of it, from our standpoint, was that because we were training
new, inexperienced crews we had only a few more missions as an intact, cohesive crew.
We were then broken up as individual instructors flying with various crews as lead pilots,
navigators, bombardiers etc. Luckily we all finished our tours, and returned to the United
States i the latter part of 1944,



Pilot
Survey
Name /;/{(Ee/, hfo%"

Cadet Class f 3 - 1
Adv. Tmg. Location AR FA Z_X__

iz
2! Joe,

# Combat Missions 23 3 o.5~

Date leaving 306th . c¢ // y /942

| ST
| Rank on leaving 306th /£ = A7 _

Did you fly with the Casey Jones
Project in 1945-467 {

Send to Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205




nce stretched along one side of the fele

Tuesday night's welcome receptior
wnly, as that old structure that echoe
vill enly hold we Americans and a |
short stroll from the two hotels to the

A major evant will be the memorial se
nonument at Thurleigh, which stands ir
Ning headguariers. As space is very |
e admitted to the area until our buses
s0 that they can be seated or find good
herea,

Donaltd B. Ross, 3061h president and
chaplain will offer the invocation, and 1z
come from FAF Chicksands, an Am
commander of tha Third Air Force al RF
Strang will present a shont history of tha

Lunch will be provided at the bass.
basza, with particular attention to those
gach of the buses. Then people will re
before going out to the hangar dance.

It is hoped that during the time |
a few “antique’” and current aircraft |

On Thuraday morning we will go back




