‘W'ILLIAMS COLLEGE  WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 01267

R. Ciagin Lewrs ‘4l
Direcrar af Alvenmi Belations

July 24, 1975

Dear Mr. Strong:

We appreciate your interest in the whereabouts of
Douglas R. Coleman. I'm sorry te say that Mr. Coleman
died November 7, 1969, In case it will be of some help, [
enclose the brief obituary nolice that appeared in our Alumni
Review soon afterwards,

With all good wishes, I remain

Cordially yours,

RCL:e <, ut:’_*&m 2

Russell A. Strong, Director
Mews and Information Services
Wright State University
Dayton, Ohiao 45431



1968, Burvivory: wile, the former Mar.
puerite Eohelandy two sons. Two bro-
thors, Arlo 3. Mitelell nnd Leaa N
Mitehell "7 (Botly decessedy  World
War 1: 1=t Livuty, Ornance Dept, Bock
Tabiuf Arsesal; gepmnntod Oel. PIEL I
ey yeses with the 1, Ho Clesvelaned
Aginey [psuranke),  Dhpector, Fitsl Ma-
tionai]l Bank,  Membcr: Board of Edwen-
thoa, Americin Lision, Knight Templars,
Bay Seat Coundil, Hotary Clyb, Chim-
her ol Commesde | poesidenty. Formers
mitrm e Diting Club ol Davenpart,
Tows, Tinek Islatgd Asenn]l Goli Clakh.

il

Sippien Livdiead kent. 7, Sumimit,
Mo AL, Willeems, 1981, foander of
Delte Thlte Chaprer of Pel Upsilan, Phi
Besn  Happo: FlEGE,  Coflembia  Low
Belyal, 1904, D=l Mo, 50, 1509, Zim-
min,  Survivars: sife. the fermer Philena
Mambiall: theeo eos; S1egeliea (50 Bl
Jeo 4, D e M. Kend 48 and
Tlinas B, Kt 51 shsber; eight
prunalchildren.  Weorld War T: Zndd Lieat,,
Sept. 1018, with et Dividon in Voapes
Maountiins, Verdibs Sestor, Argonne 0f-
ferstviy cipd for [“distinguislad sorvies
in aetion'™ soparued June 1915, Witk
e Trving. Trusi (fo., Maow Yorlk, ws gens-
meal counsel aned feeretacy wnkil pefire-
ment in W55 Hormer povernor, Wil
liems Club, MemBer: board of managurs,
Executive & [Fhgnee Comouittess  of
Feronelezsting amd Fitn Commission . M-
tamnl Counesd of “huﬂ'.h.ﬁli Aperhenm
nnd New Yaork Cofuty Bar Azsociations;
Amelenn Bacioty fol Corporats Seene-
tiriest, Ine.: Coapoe ilrask Coontry Clisl;
Summit Tonnis Clb; Acsdemy of el
eal Seleses nad T Pilerimes,

a1

Prasial €eaedim Javnnkes, 77, L ..I"I-|ilu|. Caill,
BoAL, Willinms, 1p04: Chi Fsi.  Thed
Hepr, @, 1908, Lo JGlin, Survivors: wife,
the forrmer Winifrdd Hoyt Sevall; son,
F. Sewall Joes B daughter,  Warhl
War 1: Faslen, USNIF; scparated, Jan.
P With che Mihnespoells, Minn., sl
patate flrm of Tapad 3% Jones & Ca.
Former seeretacy, Hamily Wellare Assn.,
{3 yearsis commpeicner,  Minnenpolis
Aren Councdl @ Boyl Seoils ) imislee, So-
il Berilenenis Adn, (36 years]; el
mnn, Selaol Planing. Cormmicies; Fog-
cpn  Polley . [ 12 wedmss: Lrastee

Mymouth Condeesfionnl Churei, hlem-
1 LAl innenpolis: Six

ez s Ul versiny
1006

(V' Clock Club,

Thisiizlis Haali=an Calemaan, 73, Porls
land, Meo BoAL, Willinma, 1916; Keppn
Alpha: Cloze Agent,  Dhed MNov, 7, 1961,
Portland, Me. Survivers: wife, the foem-
e Elinor Payson; 1wo sons, Chorles
Pavsaay Caslemaan "7 anad Dhasglas K.
Coleman, Jro “30 dunghier: brother,
feighton H, Coleoun "153: 12 grand-
childeen, of whom btao wre Christopleee
Rrvwn "TL and Clarkes Payaon Colémmn,
Jr N8 World War [z Captain, Third
Fiehi Artillery, AL, “acatoned e
Frapee, Worll War 11; exerutive oifieer
of the d06ch Bombaplment Geoun in
chnrge of groumd psmitions i thi= firsl
base a1 Englane 13 be turned over o

7H

Ameriean eontrol,  Separsted as Colonel,
1945, Awanbsl Legion of Moert, A res
wiees] fnveatimet hull;lﬂer. b waa 8 ErTner
ol Bull & ]_-:I:imd‘ﬁtl wied ol Mivehell,
Hutehinsg & Co., Wall Sirect brokerage
houssa, Past presisdent, Englewood Meons
Clube .';Inllﬁr'n:s.u Gl Cluly,  Farepnes
member, Dowptown Asin, New Yok,
Membor: Hockawsy Hunt Cleb, Loag
[slmed; Pastinned Cowntey Club, Fortland
Yocht Club, Gulf Stream Golf Cluly,
Diokrny Heach, Fli.

Gearge FuuneeLlr, 73, Kimston,
Mupgs, DAL, Wi 1916; Chi Pui;
Phi Beta lKapp University of
Pittabuargh, 1! ['hi; ¥
Mav, 24, 19069, "Nap Flu, Sicrvivom:
wifp, the former Helbn P Colweell; son;
tlyron elaughiers; tlred sisters; o gennd-
children,  World Weare I; 2md lavwat,
Figld Artitlery: ofictgred in Inter-Aied
Games, Parls; sepachied  Auz. 1919 @
Est Licui. Feoms 1930 d0 rotivenient in
1966, b wes genergl coutsel ol vies
prsbtlent of Contipmital Faking Co, He
wad later eounsel with Batile, Fowler,
Stakes & Rheel, Mok York, wmd an the
tiree of denth he prisbibent aml di-
revtor of The BEeonofice of Distnbulic
Foamdntion, Ine., of Plrmouth, Mo
Member, University [ Club, New Yorlis
Apawamis Clul, e

191F

Ay el [Wishi, 55, g
Montelalr, M1, X, Willwmns, 1HET;
Teitn Kappn Epallog.  Dile| Sept. 15,
165, Maomtalair, N Sorvivers: wile,
the former Manits Rulee Miles; song
geanelsin, Waorld Wil B 200 Lbeut., in-
Tnmicy. World Wor BU: Militury Palice,
Ewrapean  ‘Ilisatre; Reparsied s st
Liewt., 1940 Thvesiment toonselnr issis
vimtex] with Wall Boredt flems thaughout
g coreer;-in Wier yoars 2eewiinl exec-
tive with Stonnalard & Poors, Kewe Yaork:

(L))
Alved Stuart Pralt, e, 73, Logunn
Beach, Cnlif.  Attenced Williinae, 181d-
1917, amad 191519184 “Thetn Delea Chi,
Thed et &, 1060, Lapuna Beach. Sor-
vivoras wile, the fogmer Fleben ‘-‘-':‘1tEI'.'
san; step-an brothefs iwo sisters; olght
promaiehibiren. Worlfl Wi [ LS, Navy;
segratadesl Mur, 1091 as Liowt. (jg. )
Waorld War 11 =tatiofed n te Pentioemn,
Waghington, ING; eparntal as Major
Crrdmimee 1t b, 1%b5,  etired
rezl sstite broler infLogoae Beaeh; aftor
baving been assocuiet owich  General
Modnrs oversens apdentions in New York
amdl by newspaper sdvertlsing,  Ble wrote
articles wl pisres ir mapacimes and fraiel
severnl articles puolllislwl postbamogsly
in Lwo Londun magazines, Eedited and
wrots mnnihly mipagine for the loenl
Toard of realost. Fornter execulive spe-
Teiary, Pasadena Beatty Board; ox officio
metnber of the Reag Bowl Asan, and nune-
erows @vie comnuifees.  Prosident, The
Diamsnd Foundntion (choriiehle vrast),
Member: Howary [Club and  Pasmdena
Chitmber of Comnfores,

WA, Willigmes, 1918; Fli Heta

Clrepere Tharh Whine. 73, Bulfabo,
i o
il Jll{'-" . 1uEs, Bufakns,

[Knppa,

or Maney Woeh-
Lber privluation,
White & Huppert

Aurvivors: wile, the lo
nierk: twa daughiers.
he breemme an offkeer of
Compuny, Ine., Buafa Later e wos
assrinted with Ball Airdendt Corp. Mem-
lrﬁr:"'l-'.'.l'i'.nl:l'u Clut apd University Chab
i Hadlbidin |

141y

Barhiert Marty Gillliao, 70, Wains-
eott, NLUY. BoAL Willingns, THLY (&8 of
i): Dolta Kuppa Epsilon. THed Sepr,
1, it Bew York, N, Mirried the
formior  Ehwabeth Bncdkht [ doesised),
Harvivors: Ehron zons, [ Worll War 1:
emtopesd Willinms Unit f ihe T0.5, Am-
Idnies Service: sepuratfsl Thee, 1918 08
2pif Liewt. Lo lblm pubfieiny with Pagn-
waountt  Pletures from §925; then with
MGM and in peesil Yesed vieo president
af W, . Zchneider, e, Now York,
Member, New Vark Avthletic Chub; Gonrg-
e Associilie,

1210

T Munes Blhondhard, 71, Green
Village, N.J. B.A., Wiliams, 1520 (as of
1821 3; Drelba Kapps Epgilon. Disd Bopt.
a7, Wi, Morriztown, [Nl Burvivors:
wilie, Lhee former Franeed Snow; zom, Balh-
et 8, Wae e L5 freplaw, Charles
F. Blanchurd 81, Werld War - cudet,
A Naval Aviation, |Assactaied a8 in-
vestmit Bonker withl Mabow, Noges
o oCo, Wall Steeer bpokers.  Member:
Misreistown Chub,

1

s Ford Lissd=led Comumings, 70,
Srnit, Flo,  Attendofl Williams, 1917-
LOEN: Fotn Pei. DHed Cjet. &, W60, Stenrt.
Murried the former Jean Maclay ibes
el . Survivoss: tho o dzaghtor,
prandans, William 1§ Cumnsivips i
With rhe Avnericmiy Pl Crose for 10
yenrs hedore dasocintbogy with ilw Amri-
cais Tel, & Tel. in prgmane] and induss
trinl relations work, |Former preabdent
aml chaireman of the Howpd of monagers,
Monptelnir Communitsf Hosplial,

|"F|i|.t|| Siaelors Plitlaen, 1%, East
Hampton, L0, KY3 A, Willizma,
1921 Delta Psic Difsd Chet, 26, 190068,
Mentauk, N.JY. Supvivees: wife, the
furmeer Bnthrya Maskoe Phillips; son;

L'nLﬁ-'illr j.;l.lllll- I'- ||l|:l||.|1-l‘r_~'- ’1!"‘.
Workd War T: Willisfme SATC, aeting
lisatepmnt, il Firewl investment

banker Uhroughout exgeer; also amockated
with the First Beston Corp,

192

Thawaelisee Cisleseati .Etl.'.'lnll.l:'.ih _Ir,..
68, Mew York, M.¥.| B.A., Willlams,
12, DEed Qe 2, 1969 New Yack.
Klurried the former Ekfe Rird Carges {de-
cope] |, Burvivors: wile, (s [Gomer
Alinse Foerlbeys; twn hipatlgems: stopadnugliter.
Workl War 2 Willinmd SATC, Wich the
Wil Street Joumal §or six i [rorm
1922 ol steck brolge o Wall Strest
until 1941, when be fweams viee proal-
afent of  [Proogls-Gubmdinon  Wanshowse
r.:l\.'ll'llt.

WILLIAMS RLUMNI REVIEW



COLEMAN ., Douglas R. 0 900425

Capt. Adjutant 5/1/42

Major &/20/7542

Group Executive & Sta. Admin Officer 9/16/42

Rel, as adjutant, Appt. Ground Exec. 1/11/43

It. Col. 223543

D. 5. to Sta. 128 to set up ground ezhedon 9/5/43
Legion of Merit 5723744

Transferred home 7/25/44

PIEL) FEEF



LIEUT. COL. DODGLAE H. COLEMAN

A Flying Fortress was about to go into its bomb run over
the sub pens and shipyards of Emden, Germany. The bombardier had
completed his calculations and was about to prepare his sight for
the release. At his side, with his hand on the arm that would re-
laase the bombs, stocd Lt. Col. Douglas R. Coleman, who, more than
a year before, had crossed the ocean with this heavy bombardment group
and to whom the highest credit must be given for organizing the
unit into a functional bombing machine during the first winter of
American high altitude precision bombing.

When his organization arrived in England, early in September
1942, Cel. Coleman was ilts adjutant. The unit had had a rather
short coperational training pericd with insufficient eguipment, and
had been given no clear, detalled idea of the conditions under which
it would operate once ocverseas. The Royal Air Force turned over to
the Americans one of its bases, not yet completed, and by no means
adeguate to the needs of the group newly arrived in a strange countxy.
A number of RAF personnel remained in a liaison capacity, and were
able to give wery helpful advice, but much needed equipment simply
was not available,

The British provided rations at first, because no American
Supply system was et up, and the diet seemed etrange to the Amer-
ican taste. There were no personnel assigned to maintenance of the
basa, all the men of thea group being intended for maintenance of
the planes, or for the alr crews. While being officially the adju-
tant, Cal. Coleman undertook to supervise and coordinate all the
functions of the ground personnel.

Under his dirxection the base was able to organize aufficiently
to be able to take part in its First mission a month after landing
on British soil. But as winter came on the runways of the sirfield
began &o crack up under the strain of the F orts' welght. The sit=
uation was so critical at one time that it szeemad imposgible for
the unit to ocperate any longer. But Col. Coleman persudded them
to continue for a while using the two sheort runways that were still
serviceable, and eventually a company of the U. 8. Corps of Enginesers
arrived and built up the rugpways.

When the unit first arrived, it was not known to what extent
we would come under enemy attack, no how best to defend against it.
The Britieh had control of the skies over England, but the Germans
might have reacted so strongly to the presence of Ameficans as to
make airdrome dfense an absoclute necessity. Col. Coleman organized
a guard system over the planes, and instituted other measures to
fend off any enemy attacks that might be made. Eventually a detach-
ment of Military Police were assigned to the bass to take ovar this
function, along with other rolicing funeticns.

After the group had been in England about a menth, a Service
Group was assigned to it, for the purpose of operating the base as
such. They, unfortunately, were not suppled with the tools for their
joba, but they did take over operation of the messes and tock charge
of the utilities of the basea.

Bradually an almost complete reorganization of the group was
worked cut, in which auxiliary units played an inceeasingly important
role, Unites of the Chemical Warfare, Ordnance, and Finance Depart-
ments were assigned to the base and took up their duties,; easing the



the strain on personnel who had other duties to perform. The entire
staff of mechanics and specialists who kept the plans in flying
condition was reorganized under a plan devised by Col. Coleman.
Many of the duties originally assigned to the members of a single
airplane's crew were delegated to specialists kaxkm who performed
their particular jobs on all planes of the base. Thus, some mechan-
ics specialized in changing worn out engines, others specialized in
changing faulty superchargers, tires, wheels, brakes, and others in
battle damage repair, propellers, etc. In the absence of adequate
heavy repair depots, there was no other way to keep them flying.

Col. Coleman takes great pride in the fact this base base
was the first to be turned over entirely to American control. As a
further recognition of his achievements, he has had the system of
operation ¥prwhich he was largely responsible adopted by the Eighth
Air Force as the standard procedure for taking over a base in this
country. Under the sustem that was evolved here, the duties that
were assumed by Col. Coleman as adjutant hav e been assigned to an
official called the Ground Executive. It is largely due to the ef-
forts of Col. Coleman that his organization has been able to estab-
lish and maintain its record of general excellence of ground crew
work unequalled by any other group in the ETO.

Col. Coleman and his wife, Mrs. Eleanor Payson Coleman, make
their home in Englewood, New Jersey. They have three children, Margare
(Smith'College_; Charles, and Douglas Jr. (St. Paul's School, Con-
cord, N. H.) As a civilian, Col. Coleman was associated with the
Mitchell Hutchins Co., brokers, as a member of the brokerage.

Col. Coleman's present term of service bagn Feb. 16, 1942,
when he was commissioned a captain, United States Army. He was first
assigned to Bolling Field, Md., as an intelligence officer. Later he
was transferred to Spokane, Wash., in the same capacity, and finally
he joined his present unit while it was being formed at Wendover,
Utah, as adjutant. He was appoint ground executive in January 1943.

Col. Coleman is a graduate of Williams College, Williamstown,
Mass., in the class of 1916. He spent a year overseas in WW I, as a
captain in the Third Field Artillery, stationed in France.

"It seemed like the hand of providence," says Col. Coleman,
"to find clear skies over Emden, instead of the overcast we had en
route." The colonel was able to see the target clearly and the baombs
hit it, making clowds of smoke closely concentrated around the aim-
ing point. "I found the escort very reassuring, but the flak was a bit
disconcerting. I was also very impressed by the skill of our pilots
in flying the tight formations that are so essential."”
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