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This is considered by the editor to be one of the finest formation pictures of B-17s he has ever seen. It came to light recently when Billy Casseday, 369th, loaned a group of pictures to the editor,
and the latbe_r WS al::lf_- to make copies of them on an Eastman machine at a nearby Wal-Mart store. The plane in the foreground is a 423rd aircraft, which has a wide yellow band across the area
where the triangle H is located, and the tip of the tail is blue, the identification color used for 413rd planes. No other planes could be identified with the magnifiers available.

Jeep Among
First Items
For Museum

The picrure accompanying this story
shows Ralph Franklin sitting m a newly
recondinomed leep whach will be one ot

rhe first ems placed 1y the new museum

i Thuorleigh, Sraviding at the right s
Fadph's brorher, Bryan, who has an aueo-
st business o Sedtoed, and who
vade possiohe Yhe cotaplete overhaal of
he vehicle.

But the success of the Museum display

will be in lurge measure determined by
rhose wems which you still have “squir-

reled” away, or may he displaving and with
which you are now ready to part company.
Ralph has assured us that they will not

need any more Jeeps, but there are many
arher pieces of equipment which they
would like to recetve from you in the
months and vears ahead. As | went
rthrough the final officers” inspection of

luggage betore leaving [ telt chat anything
ot could ger i a large zippered bag could

e taken home wichout difficulty,

Son, it ds time 1o go through those now
rare things vou may still have around the
house, o still have 1n your apartment or

1-:.l.|I'lld[ZITI'I.l'I'HL'I.'I.Tl1 dF.I.i.I: ST_I.Jl't':L'E ATy uther p].ElCE.

It you want 4 good home for them, send
them to Ralph,

Phorographs can be copied at either
end of the venrure, by you with the cur-
rent Eastman equipment available in
many stores, or at the British end.

Bridegrooms and their Brirish brides at

the chapel on base, or at a church in
Bediord or elsewhere, We once ran a set
of wedding phoros in Echoes.

Su, here's your check list

AL Jackets B-10 jackets and leggings

Leather jackets and leggings

Flying hooes

The heated inner boots

One piece and Two-plece heated ourfits

(blue & green)
Oxygen masks
Cias mask containers
Mavigator's briefease
Mavigarar's hack watch
Mavigator's chronormerer
Mavigatar's stop watch
Diividers, mir speed compurers, ete

turn to page pg. 2

Obituaries

Matthew J. Argento, section leader in
the Medics and assigned to the 368th, died
29 Dec 99 in New York Ciny

LTC Robert B. Armstrong, 36%th co-
pilot ( Ethan Allen crew) and pilor, died 7
Apr 98 in Sarasora, FL, where he had lived
and taughr since his USAF revirement in
1972, He flew in the Berlin Airlift and with
SAC, Armstrong graduated from the Univ.
of Omaha, He leaves his wife, Linda, 3c,
dyrs,

Wilford IN. Bergener, 367th pilot, died
29 Oct 99 in Gilbert, AZ. He joined the
Group 16 Feb 45 and flew 19 missions by
the end of the war. He retired as a manager
foor United Airlines. Wilford leaves his wife,
Nan, 3¢, 4gc.

Joseph M. Casino, 367th radio operator
{ Kenneth Stark crew), died 18 Nov 9% in
Chicago, I1., where he had made his home
for many years with a sister. He wasa
mechanical engineer and ar one time taught
at the University of Chicago. He was also a
frequent reunion attendee.

Clyde G. Collier, 369th fuel rruck dri-
ver. died 31 Mar 99 in Pikeville, TH. He
joined the 306th 3 Apr 42 in Wendover,
UT, and continued his service until after the
end of the war, He leaves his wife, Roberta,
3¢, Fgc, 3ggc.

1. Cox, 369th tail gunner (John
I—Iﬂlv.;[:rrdvgewj, has been reported deceased
by the Postal Service. He was with the origi-
nal group and became the 29th EM 1o com-
plete a combar tour. Cox transferred out of
the Group en route home 1 Aug 43, He was
credited with one German a,/c shot donwn,
He leaves his wife, Zelma.

Olin 0. Dobbs, who went from intefli-
gence clerk to the 367th as a ball rurret gun-
ner. died 9 Sep 99 in Sonoma, CA. He flew
32 missions in 43 and 44. He leaves 4c, 6gc.

Richard C. Grimm, 367th radio opera-
tor ( Leonard Smith crew), died 9 Sep 99 in
Southboro, MA. He came to the 306th after
a tour with the 303rd BG and then finished

Smoke trails from bombs marking the target
at Peenemunde in Morth Germany and 306th
planes erossing the Baltic Sea are evident in
this photo taken 18 Jul 44, and saved in Billy
Casseday's picture collection.

his second tour of 25 missions 1 Apr 45,
He left the Group 19 May 45, Grimm
retired as a senior engineer with Raytheon
Corp. On 10 Jul 91 he received a DFC, the
awarding of which had become lost in ':lm
crush of paperwork at the end of the war.
Grimm leaves his wife, Ingamay,

turn to page pg, 2

e, Sgc,

San Diego on
Schedule for
‘00 Reunion

San Diego sits on the southern coast of
California, just slightly north of the
Mexican border, and your targer is the
Sheraron San Diego Horel which is on
Harbor [sland Drive, From many rooms

and aspects of the hotel you will have a
considerable view of the Pacific Ocean.

People will begin to arrive on Tuesday,
5 September, and program activities will
begin on Wednesday, says John Endicotr,
369, chairman for the reunion, along with
Raobert Dodge, 369, co-chairman, and
Robert L. Vaughan, 449th.

Also joining the committee for the first
time are members of another generation
of 306th people: Danny Houghton, son of
Hoot Houghton, 368th; Michele Reioux,
daughter of Paul Reioux, 423rd, and Lee
Ann Landt, daughter of Endicart.
Reunion groups of the 8th are enthusiastic
about having such people helping because
of their enthusiasm, energy, and in this
case, their knowledge of San Diego.

Already we have placed a reservarion
on the top floor Bayview Room, which
has an excellent view of the harbor and
all of the activities taking place there,
That will be our reception area, our hospi-
tality area, and the place where round
tables will encourage nonstop canversa-
tion from morning ‘til night.

The hotel reservation form will be
found on page 8 of this issue of Echoes, but
Endicott says it will be April before the
activities are well ser.

Opportunities for tours and all kinds of
entertainment abound in the San Diego
area, says Endicott, and most of them are
in close proximiry to the hotel. Among
those heing considered now are city tours,
the world famous San Diego Zoo, Sea
World and the Old Town Trolley. The
San Diego Padres may also be in town.

The San Diego Zoo, for instance, has a
trolley running through the zoo that per-
mits one to get off at any area you want to
view afoot and then reboard the nest ol-
ley through. This can work quite well for
anyone whose walking is limited.

The Zoo's Wild Animal Park is also
interesting, but is about an hour's bus ride

turn to page pg. 2




survivors of our 306th warriors. The editor
we very much appreciate, but the one sent

Sidney Reese and Cassandra Clark, and in

Casey Jones
Books Ready

Our reprinrimg of the Casey Jones
Project has been a popular item, and we
still have some copies available from the
second printing we made. Curiously
enough, several orders have come in from
305th men who also participared, and
some of whom may have been interviewed
by Robert Boyd, the SAC historian who
researched and wrote the account of this
racher unusual mapping project.

Semd your $10 check to the Secretary
for et vour copy of this 64-page study.

Obituaries cont.

Howard M. Hodges, 2 member of the
lare path crew ar Thurleigh, and assigned o
the <th Stanon Complement Squadron, died

29 Mar 99 in Roscommeon, MI. He died il
fowmng surgery relared ro fis Jung cancer,
Flis wife of'52 vears, Frances, survives.

M,/ Sgr, William E. Kellum, 367th ball
turrer ganner | John Ryan crew ), dicd § Dec
%40 Spokane, WA He was one of two sur-
vivors 5 Ot 42 when William Elv's plane
went down on a sunnery mission prior o
the 3060’ entry into combar. He flew a
total of seven nussions before his panster o
Bovingdon as a 50 calibre machine fun
mstructor, He retired USAF in Nov 67 affer
24 vears of service. He leaves his wife, B.M,
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Wallace Bonng, president: Faul Heioys,
NCE president: Russell A Strong, sscre-
@ny! Roben N, Houssr Ireasurer; Leland
nessler Frederick Hudson Donald R,
Fnss, Ciribame Witson, directors: Alfred
SVWIEZSE gast president:  Jonn i
=naieott, 2000 reunion charman;
Raiph Frankin, Britisn represeniative,
Mationel Senonl Cottage, Keysos, Beds,

In the event you hadn't noticed, we are beginning to see more great-grandchildren among the
recalls a year or two ago citing the number of |2 for
one man. The editor and his wife receive quite a number of Christmas cards fram all
by Ed Hennessy this past Holiday seasan
eye. The Bl-year-old great grandfather in the center plays host to his five gge. Front,
the back row: Chad Clark, Brittany Clark
Resse. Ed and his late wife had two children and four grandchildren.

caught our

and Murga.n

San Diego from pg. |

north, so will be available to thoge whao
want to drive or take other forms of trans-
portation.

Non-tour events thar ape nearby are
Tijuana, Mexico, and Viejos, an Indian
gaming center which also has fine resgay.
rants and an vutlet shopping center
site.

There are also harhor Cruises, a seapore
village, gas lamp area, Balboa FPark which
includes the Reuben H. Fleer Science

Center, a natural history museum and an
art museum; Harbor Front Maritime
Museumn with the sailing ship, “Star of
India” moored there,

There may also be an evening harbor
dinner cruise. For this the hoar docks ar
the hotel dock to make boarding an easy
expenence.

Endicotr also says if the Mavy hias one
of its carriets in port while we are there
tours of it will be arranged.

Now you should check out the Horel
Reservation Form on page 8, fill it our and
TEEU it as soon as you are ready, and
then be ready in April to work on the
event Registration Form.
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left ta right:
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011-44125a4- 708715
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John Maziarski, 367th armorer, died 2
Aung 99 in Bawville, N]. He retired as an
clectronic technician fior Bendix Corp, in
1987, He leaves his wife, Ann, 2¢, 2gd.

Harold L. McKenney, Group radar
technician, died 5 Feb 98 in Cheyenne, WY.
He graduated from the Univ of Denver in
49 and retired from IBM in 85. He joined
the Group & Aug 44 and dq:-arrr:d_:!_l Nov
45. McEenney leaves his wife, Pamcia.

Virgil 8. Mitchelson, 368th il gunner
and POW (JTohn Sasser crew), died 18 Sep ‘:"Q"
in Taviorville, L, where he had lived much of
his lite. He retired from Georgia-Pacific Corp.
mn 1986, and leaves 3¢, 6gc, lizge.

Eldon G. Rimmer, a 369th mechanic
with the original group, died in Jul 98. He
leaves his wife, Mary.

Carl B. Thompson, 368th copilot Hj;hn
Gassler crew | and pilot, died 2'-! N " 99 in
Denton, TX. He had retired rrm]I'I_I-nn:l -
Muotor Co,, | Mar 88, Carl flew his comba
missions berween 16 MNov 43 and 23 Mar 44,
He leaves s witie, Martha, 4¢, 8ge, | gec

Philip A. Tomasella, 368th navigator
{Charles Trigg crew), died 31 Dec 99 in
Rochester, NY. He flew his combat E‘:r:nvucn_
13 a‘!‘npl' 44 and Jul. Survivers include 3¢, ?gl...

Emil B. Wilke, 2369th tail gunner {Roy
Trask crew), died 25 Jun 99 in Bradley, IL.
He joined the Group 1 Sep 44 and left after
35 missions 16 Jan 45. Emil rc:ir:_:d as an
assistant manager for Hinois Bell in ]_983:
He leaves his wife, Emily, 2c, 4gc. His twin
brother, Elmer, alse on the Trask crew, died
in Wisconsin in 1975, leaving 2c.

Rabert N. Houser, PO, Box 13362,
Des Moines. A 50370, 515/278/4458.
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306th Family

Jane Odle, widow of Elhert G. (]L‘”L‘:
afafith pilor and squadron operations nﬂl.l_'l:,
died 23 Ot 99 in Cicerg, [N, He had died
14 Apr 81.

- e 306th Bomb Group * JAN 2000
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Norden Bomb Sighe .

Various insignia, patches, rank badges

Enlisted uniforms

Oficer umiforms

Hats of all kinds

Legeings

Blankets with the U.S. insignia

Flight bag

Musetee hag

All kinds of shoes and hooes

Foutlocker

Dufile hags

If your decide ro send items of clothing, i
have them cleaned or laundered before J'-‘i’”:lk""g
them carefully and putting them in the mail
Shine the shoes, if they require that. .

As to medals, there will be plenty of Air
Medals, Bronze Stars, Purple Hearts and
Distinguished Flying Crosses, which were the
principal medals distributed ro the men of the
306th. Others also eamed included the Medal
of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross, Silver
Star, Legion of Merit and Soldier’s Medal. In
order o complete the callecrion at the
Thurleigh Museum it may be necessary to buy
some of the above from dealers. Other decora-
tions seen at Thurleigh were the ETO ribbon,
pre-Pearl Harbor medal, WWT and WWII
Victory medals, Good Conduct medals, There
may be a few we've overlooked, but surely
someone will also send along the "Ruptured
Duck” that was handed out on discharge from

Send this form and check to 306th Bomb

306th MAIL ORDER MEMORABILIA

Jack Frost, PO Box 13362, Des Moines, |A 50310.

the Arined Services,

Escape maps ane interestiogs items for fram-
ing, and mayhe someone will donate an escape
kit, although they were supposed to have been
caretully inventoried at the end of each mis-
sion. Many people also had special items, such
as knives or pistols that they may have camied
n A mission,

Also, during the war the "backyard” erfts-
men were busy making and selling cigarerte
lighters and other such items that migh fit
into the display: )

Mo, how do you ger it o England and ineo
Ralph Franklin’s hands? Taking it }':hum:]{'is
the best way, or sending it along with a friend
who is going over the FH.‘III'II'.! and into
Fedfordshire in pursuit of the 306th,
Arrangements have :!F:au been made fﬂc!' Yo 1o
ship it over at domestic postal rates, using the
address listed below:

The Historian
H, 3rd Air Force
Historian'’s Office
At D, Sleigh
APO 09459

Such contributions will be picked up peri-
odically by Franklin or Walter Albertson, a
369th mechanic, who has lived in England for
years. .

So you have no such souvenirs, but want o
participate? Send your checks to our treasurer,
Robert Houser, and he will transfer funds peri-
odically to England in the most advantageaus"
way. Note an your check “Thurleigh Museum”,

Group Assaciation to:

Squadron Golf Shirts
Embroidered B-17, Squadron, Group (circle size)
367th red M, L, XL $20.00
36Bth white M, L, XL $20.00
369th green M, L, XL $20.00
423rd blue M, L, XL $20.00
306 Cap, Grey, Embr. 306 BG & B-17 $10.00
B-17 Gold Color Pin, Lapel or Hat $5.00
306th Patch 2-1/4 in. without First over Germany $5.00
306th Patch 3 in. with First over Germany $5.00
306th Patch 5 in. Group Logo £5.00
367th Patch 5 in. in Full Color £5.00
36Bth Patch 5 in. in Full Color $5.00
369th Patch 5 in. in Full Color 55.00
423rd Patch 5 in. in Full Color §5.00
306th Decal with First over Germany $0.50
306th "Black Thursday" Photo in Full Golor $3.00
Shipping and Handling - Up 1o 2 Ibs. per package $3.00
Shipment via Priority or 1st Glass Mail
Shipping & Handling $3.00 1
TOTAL
NAME
STREET

CITY, STATE & ZIp
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Combat Diaries of the 306t Squadro
Dby day daries hept by intelizgmen affcers, “m'sme

306th Echoes, on microfiche
Now available from 1976-1994, with A lpape i :
’ Men ufthe&llﬁﬂhonnﬂmﬁ;n wmm‘“‘“ﬂmimmﬁnbmmmmmyﬂhmqr Il
A oleof 1 bl dupicaes the 30t ca
306th reconds, and persona) dutg oy mﬂhfﬁgﬁﬁ men, incliding data evtracted from vasious
Mission Reports L
Capies of official il
I’ mmmﬂmﬂh mmim &Emﬂﬂw track chiarts, formations and "
ORDER FORM 45 S pnistgs
Mol e
423rd ﬂ'lhﬁﬂhq 51?.1]!}.__
D) §17.00 II
305{1150}{(}1’3'&5“0“ ot

Men of The 3061,
’ hhﬁwﬂm“nﬁhmmgj.m'?mjm

306ﬂ1PUBLICATIONS |

hﬂiﬂiﬂlg plane and personnel Posters. Pl Sqlﬂdmﬁ combat 2ctivitles, More than 150 pags, :dso il

m“’ﬂ“mlﬁmghﬂrcmmha!puioi 1942:5:
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