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When a bunch of airman moved into San Diego

in September they found themselves in a Navy paradise. So what better place to visit than the

seemingly endless deck of an aircraft carrier in pord It was a great tour, except for the countless steps to be climbed.

‘0l, 02 Reunion Strong Receives Plaque from

Sites Set

At the mecting of the officers and direc-
turs of the 306th Associarion, following the
annual business meering 9 Sepr in San Diego,
Minneapolis/St Paul was selected as the site

for the 2001 reunion of 306th vererans.
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\ Thunderbird Hotel ]
| and Conference Center :
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, Blioomington, MN |l
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Atrer raking this acrion, the leaders of the
Assonwonernon afsoovoresd o have the 2002
o ol agsin i Savannah, probably in

afacility doser o rhe ?‘v‘[l_uf'n v Srh AF

Herrage Musewm than was possible ar the

[998 reumion held there
As rame hos passed, the Museum has

ncreased s exhiburs and inits new stans as a
LGUTIST Aalrraciiomy hias seen E|:L‘ rise ol se'-'-:ml
liotels and maorels close o the museum, along

with 4 sigruficant increase noa variery of

restaurants near by, which will serve our group

well,

Medalis for

Donald Ross at Reunion
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In recognition and gratitude for 25 years of faithful service to the 306th

Bomb Group Association, as Founder, Historian, Secretary and Editor,

Association,

He is the one man most responsible for the growth and vitality of our

Presented at San Diego, California, September 9, 2000

Combat Duty
Confusing

By E..|. Hennessy
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air—and 10 guns were frozen. However,
the 369th’s six B-17s completed the round
trip on a bad day. (Ed. note: One of the
three warst days in 306rh history: 367th
lost 3, 368th-5 and 423:d-2).

The paint: This day was memorahle
but hardly unique. Nevertheless, there was
never a unit citation during my time, |
finished on 29 May 43. In retrospect, it
seems as if the old group should have gor-
ten a citation for ﬁhuwing up for work!

My feeling has always been thar the
surest way to get a major medal was to
worew up so badly that only an heroic

affort would extricate you. If a person with
tield grade rank screwed up they would
relieve him, send him to Bomber
¢ mmand and soon he'd be two ranks
higher, befirting a man with combar expe-
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figured it out the best were military histo-
rians 20-30 years younger than us who
really dug into the archives and came up
with some interesting facts, mostly over-
looked here-to-fore. Computer analysis,
['m sure,

Like: the Air Corps had the lowest
percentage of people drawing combar
dury-the air crews—hur conventional his-
torians caleulated losses when only 10%
was at risk! A couple of the younger histo-
rians declared that the 8th Bomber
Command, in reality, had the worst losses
of all the branches of U, 5. Armed
Services by about tenfold. Of course, Ask
any of us!

It doesn't really make any difference
to the world in general, bur it does
explain why there were so many mental
breakdowns, desertions and reassignments.
Gioing against heavy odds for a whole tour
changes your outlook, blood pressure and
digestive processes. Fibrillation of the anus
was rampant—and we did not even know
whar that meant!

A Great Time
Had by 300
at San Diego

In a time when our membership is slow-
ly shrinking, and when holding a reunion at
an extreme edge of the country brings ques-
tions, attendance for the reunion hanquet at
San Diego in Seprember jumped back up
over that of 1999 in Sr. Louis.

By the editor’s count of the attendance
raster, it appears that we had 309 persons in
the Marriott Harbor Island Horel for our
annual Sarurday night bash, closing out four
days of fun, food, levity, and exploration of
some of the important facets of the San
Diego area.

There were those who went to the
famed San Diego Zoo andfor Wild Animal
Farm, or wore their legs to o frazzle climbing
inside and outside the giant aircraft carrier
moored just across the harbor from us, or
tramped through COld Town San Diego, and a
myriad of other attractions thar had been
arranged by Chairman John Endicort and his
very able committee,

It was a fun time, with glorious weather,
and just lots of 306th people, their families,
friends of the 306th Association, and others
whao find WWII veterans a constant source
of stories about events of between 35 and 60
years ago,

A copy of "First Over Germany” was fre-
sented by Jerome Hivoman of the veumion com-
mittee to the commander, VFW Post 3738, San
Diiggo, for their sevvice as the color guard for our
hangueet.

Mow, for those who missed it, we plan to
g0 through a lot of these things again in the
fall of 2001 but in a mid-American venue at
Minneapolis, Minnesora,

Keep close to your mail box in January,
get the facts, fill out and mail the two regis-
tration forms (one for us and one for the
hotel), and get ready for another four days of
good times with good friends.

For some 25 years of poing to these
306ch bashes has convinced the editor and
other regulars that though you may nat know
any of us who attend these reunions, but you
spent your time at Thurleigh or thereabours
with a bunch of B-17s for picrorial and noise
making background, we will guarantee you
will go home from Minnesota with a whole
host of new friends that you will wish you
had met years ago,

Now, don't be stubborn abour ir. Make
your plans, grab the wife and kids, or a wide
eved erandchild, and be there. We want to
meer you,

And perhaps we can persuade some of
those Scandinavians whose ancestors sertled
in the cold north that was a lot like their
European homeland 1o teach you o alk
with the broad inflections they scarter
through their speech.

People registered for their hotel rooms ar
the Harbor Island hotel in the main lobly,
bue this time we chased everyone to the 10th
floor ta check in with the 306th, pick up
your tickets, get your name tags, and then
take a look our ar the near and distant
scenery. San Diego sits at thar far southwest-
ern corner of the UL S, and | am sure that
some of our people wandered across the bor-
der to Tijuana, bur there was plenty going
going on north of the border for most of us.

We came from all over the LS. -Maine
tos Florida, west ro Seattle, and from the
Canadian border ro the Mexican border and
the Gulf of Mexico. Ralph and Daphne
Franklin came along to mix in a litde British
talle for us, too.



Obituaries
Robert M. Bayless, chiet armorer for
the 367th Squadron, died 19 Jun 00 in
Wanstield, WA, where he had lived since
leaving service 11 Scp 45, He leaves his
wite, Christing, 6¢, 9g¢, 7gge
James C. Bigham, 368th pilot, died 20
Sep 00 of Lou Gehrig’s Disease in
Kansas City, MO, He joined the Group
2 Apr 45 and flew eight missions, leav-
ing the Group in Jun 46. He was a
businessman and realtor, survived by his
wife, Georgeann, 2d, 3gc.
Frank 5. Bisignano, 369th gunner
[ Max Williams crew), died 2 Sep 00 in
Rogers, AR. He was a retired postal
clerk, and leaves his wite, Beth.
Richard L. Bohland, 368th waist gun-
rer ( Marlen Beber crew ), died 15 Oct
98 in Toledo, OH. He was the [9th EM
o complete a combat tour, finishing 22

Col, Victor Lisee, 309th navigator
( Loren Hubbell crew), died 28 May 00
at the Travis AFB hospital in Calitornia,

He had been a resident of Fairfield, CA,

for the past 30 vears, having retired in
Oct 73 as assistant depury chiet for
operations of the 22nd AE. He flew 24

nussions with the 306th and also flew in

the Casey Jones Project. He leaves his
wife, Constance, 5s, 7gc.

Sidney 8. Miller, 367th navigator and
POW (Charles Thelen crew), died 22
Feb 99 in Auburn, CA. He came to the
Group 21 Mar 43 and was MIA 5 Apr
43 on a mission to Antwerp, Belgium
(w. Kelly Ross).

Charles E. Nagel, 369th engineer
{Max Williams crew), died 6 Apr 94 in
Covingron, KY, after suffering a massive
hearr artack. He arrived with the Group
21 Apr 44, and completed his combat
tour in Sept 44, alter which he became

Tun 43. He leaves his wate, Shirlev.

Vincent E. Bowen, 367th bombardier,

died 2 Aug 00 in South Yarmouth, MA.

He came lare without a crew and flew

halt o dozen missions betore the end of

the war. He leaves his wite, Alice, 3¢,
Phillip Brourman, 423rd radio opera-
tor { Ragnar Carlson crew ) and POW 22
Mar 44 on a Berlin mission, died 24
Apr 00 in Pirtsburgh, PA. His peace-
time occupation was in retail merchan-
dising. He leaves his wate, Judith, 6c,
5;1{.
David Farrell, 367th copilot (Clarence
Fischer crew) and POW 17 Apr 43 at
Bremen (w.Bay Fortin), died 22 Feb 00
in Newport Beach, CA. He spent the
duration in Stalag Luft II1. He leaves
his witie, Betty Jane, 6, 19¢¢, 2ggc.
Fred T, Gillogly, 368th copilot
(Robert W Smueh crew) and POW 17
Apr 43 on the Bremen rard, died 22
Dec 98 in Buftalo, NY. He was preced-
ed i death by his wife Roseanne, by
rwo months. He was in the original
Group and became a first pilot 24 Jan
43. He also flew on the Group’s first
raid 9 Oct 42. He was the owner of a
very successful Chevrolet agency from
1954 unul his death. Fred leaves Sc,
Bec.

Paul Reloux, president; Lowell Burgess, vice

a gunnery instructor at Avon Park, FL.
He had been a bank operations manag-

er in Cincinnati, OH, before retirement.

John Paul Noack, 369th copilot
(Ralph Teters crew ) and pilot, died 5
Tun 99 in Pueblo, CO. He arrived with
the Group 8 Aug 43 and was MIA 11
Dec 43 on an Emden raid. He leaves
his wife.

William E. O'Brien, 368th pilot, came
to the 306th 18 Mar 42, and was soon
transferred to the new 43rd BG. He
flew 48 missions out of New Guinea,
most of them to Rabaul. After combat
he fimished his engineering degree at
Marquette University, O'Brien died six
vears ago in Sun City, CA, and left his
wife, Helen, 6¢,

Theodore M. Pochily, 367th navigator
(' Walter Bolte crew) and POW {William
}. Cunningham crew), died 30 May 90
i the 12 Hospreal, Albany, NY. He
came to the Group 15 Jul 43 and was
MIA 12 Aug 43 on a mission o
Gelsenkirchen, in the Ruhr Valley.

Robert C. Ruddock, 367th propeller
specialist, died 8 Feb 99 in Fremont,
OH. He leaves his wife, Rita, 2s, 4gc,
2gec.

LTC Albert E. Schulstad, 369th navi-
gator, died 10 Aug 00 in Minneapolis,
MN. He joined the 306th 16 Jan 43
without a crew, and became the 22nd
officer to complete a combat tour 7 Jul
43. He later completed USAAF pilot
rraining in Jul 44, and eventually

became a lt col in the USAF Reserve.
He retired in Mar 72 as acting director
of the Minneapolis Municipal Employee
Retirement Fund. Then for some years
was a professional engineer, He leaves

This picture came to the 306th Association from Andreas Charvatt of Rastaat, Germany, which is
a few miles south of Karlsruhe. Clarence Crowl, copilot for Charles Bayless' 369th crew on 15 Feb
44, is shown striding through a crowd of German citizens after his bailout. This was on a mission
to Augsburg, Germany, near the close of the “Big Week" assault by the Bth AF on German avia-
tion targets. All but one of Bayless' crew survived, only Raymond Manski being KIA. Crow] ended
up in Stalag Luft | at Barth. Positive identification was made by Crowl after he received a copy of
the picture from the editor.

More Color in Echoes?

The last issue of Echaes came to you in full color, and we received a very favor-
able response, with people always stating their approval with a remark such as “Why
don’t you do that every issuel”

The editor and the printer think it is a lot more fun to produce an interesting

issue in color, bur there is only one hitch: COST!

Color runs up the printing bill an extra $1,000, and the treasurer, Mr. Houser,
says we can stand that only oceasionally, usually about once every two years. At the
time we mailed the last issue, which was perhaps the prettiest of all we have pro-
duced in color, we already had in hand two colorful features, both of which had some
tirnely qualities in them.

We hope still to run this color again, but it will probably be 2002 hefore you will
see them.

If someone wants to step up with a $1000 contribution annually to assure a color
issue at least a quarter of the time, we will be happy to work on the idea,

3206th PUBLICATIONS

Published materials now available from the Group will help you follow the 306th through the combat period, 1942-5:
Combat Diaries of the 306th Squadrons
Dray-by-cay diaries kept by intelligence officers, of the Squadrons’ combat activities. More than 150 pages, also
including plane and personnel rosters, Plastic bound.
306th Echoes, on microfiche

b : . Now awikable from 1976-1994, with 2 41-page Index those Can be viewed at
president; Russell &, Strong, secretary; Robert hi wl_h;ﬂ? 1?;1;01[’ a'ld(%?{'}‘q{mg S Men of the 306th, on microfilm s mng = e e
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president. . 5 . 4 etk b Reports _ / : .
Ralph Franklin, British representative, i %{doll}m(:ud,.gﬁ Hcdscgg P c;;r IR animfnﬁ_rhl reports on cach mission you flew, including inielligence summarics, track charts, formations and
National School Cottage, Keysoe, Beds, | Cccades as president an = crew inerrogation reports. Data for some missions may be missing from the fics. Three missions for $5. i
W44 2HP England; Telephone from U.S. California _Lur_hcrm HﬂmFs. He was GRDERFORM 3670 Cor A Dyiry s B =) $1T 00 .
0]1.441234-708715. also an adjunct professor in the USC 3681h Co m.m“_ o 700
L : School of Health Services I 359|h T mﬂ?uj. : $l?rﬂﬂ_ 1|
306th Echoes is published four IMes .annus_tlh.r: Administration. §23rd Co bﬂlﬂw e
January, Aprl, July and October, and is mailed : ) mhbxat Diary $17.00_
frae of charge to all known addresses of 306th Joseph J. Zarriello, 368th radio opera- | 306ih ECHOES' Microfiche: 1975-1994 §15.00__ II
| oersonnel, 1942-45, Contributions in support of tor { Paul Paulsen crew), died 31 Aug oS 1992-1994 § 5.00
| o otort may be remitted to the reasurer. 99 in Las Vegas, NV. He lecaves his wife, Men of The 306th 53{}{}{}—“
|II v EDITOR: Daolores, 4¢, 12gc. |l Casey Jones Project $10-llﬂ‘_' I1
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Faye McViear, widow of Herbert [,
McVicar, 367th communications
chief, died 3 Aug 00 in Sacramento,
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in San Diego

: {0 i
Pep Pernande Haapa, ARC Herman Kaye, 423rd & Em Christianson,
and Gary Armbrust, 423rd I68W

Fred Sharman, Hugh Phelan 367th, Dale Briscoe & John Hickey. Briscoe, Sherman and Hickey flew on the same 369th crew.



















