
 

Volume 40, Issue 3 & 4   Summer ǒ Fall 2015 

 

Thurleigh Tour:  Reconnecting 

Past and Present 
 

 
A cadre of British 306

th
 Bomb Group Museum supporters were 

on hand to welcome the 306
th
 Bomb Group Historical 

Association visitors. 

Arundel House, a hotel formed from 

particularly fine late 19
th
 century Victorian 

residences overlooking the River Cam in 

Cambridge, England, was home away from home 

for four days for 32 members, including three 

veterans, of the 306
th
 Bomb Group Historical 

Association.  The welcoming atmosphere of the 

Arundel House made it easy for small and large 

groups from the tour to gather, share meals, and 

discuss veteransô World War II experiences. 

After a short walk to Cambridgeôs historical 

center, many members of the group dined at The 

Eagle, which claims to be one of Cambridgeôs 

oldest and largest pubs, where, in a back room (the 

RAF bar) the ceiling and walls are covered with the 

graffiti of British and American WWII pilots who 

burned their names and squadron numbers there 

using cigarette lighters, candles, and lipstick. 

The focus of the trip was to visit places of 

interest to the 306
th
 BGHA, namely the 306

th
 

Museum at Thurleigh, the United Kingdomôs 

Imperial War Museum complex at Duxford, and the 

Cambridge American Cemetery. 

At the 306
th
 Museum in Thurleigh, the tour 

group was met by museum curator Ralph Franklin; 

Ralphôs son and daughter-in-law, Ray and Val 

Franklin; and a host of museum supporters, many of 

whom were dressed in 1940s period clothing, 

including World War II uniforms from the British 

RAF and the United States Army Air Corps.  

Historic vehicles were parked along the museumôs 

perimeter.  Inside, the museumôs displays of World 

War II, and especially 306
th
 memorabilia, including 

photographs, historic objects, and dioramas, is an 

amazing resource.  Carefully displayed and 

maintained, the artifacts in this impressive 

collection have been assembled to tell the story of 

the airfield and surrounding area during the war 

years.      (continued on page 7) 
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From the Editor 
 

War Diary Rescued 

from Immutable Loss 
 

The discerning eye of Eric McDaniels of North 

Dakota retrieved the wartime log of Bill Oliver, a 369
th
 

squadron member who was interned at Stalag 17B 

Braunau Gneikendorf near Krems, Austria. 

McDaniels, himself a veteran, recognized the value 

of this 182 page diary, a digital copy of which has been 

provided to the 306
th
 Bomb Group Historical 

Association. 

Born in 1913 in Colorado, Bill Oliver was a waist 

gunner and a member of the Gustave Holmstrom crew 

that was shot down 14 October 1943. 

Unfortunately, families, when disposing of a 

deceased family memberôs personal possessions fail to 

recognize the significance of some items.  Emotionally 

and physically drained, the task of dismantling a home 

filled with memories, among so many other records of a 

personôs life, often leads to snap decisions.  All too 

frequently survivors do not know what to do, and, 

overwhelmed by decisions that must be made, dispose of 

objects and material rather than find an organization that 

will accept donations of such artifacts. 

306
th
 BGHA members are reminded the association 

will gladly accept archival items for the purpose of 

inclusion on the website for others to access.  

Irreplaceable items should be strategically examined and 

Historian Cliff Deets is quickly becoming an expert in 

recognizing the value of World War II historical 

memorabilia.   

Donôt let valuable documents become part of a 

landfill.  Like Eric McDaniels, you may be rescuing a 

veteranôs story a descendant will be thrilled to find, 

available for reading and researching.  This diary will 

undoubtedly answer many questions about Bill Oliver 

and his crew mates. 

The Bill Oliver diary can be seen at the website 

address 306bg.us.  Click on Education/Research, then 

Histories of 306
th
, squadrons, planes, & individuals, then 

Individual Histories. 
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A Message from 

306
th

 BGHA  

2015-2017 

President Steve 

Snyder 
 

Well, the 306th 

Bomb Group Historical 

Association has a new president:  me.  Following in 

the footsteps of Charles Neal, I have an extremely 

tough act to follow. As you can read in Charles' 

column, a tremendous amount of work and progress 

has been accomplished under his leadership. 

Charles has done an outstanding job during his time 

as President, and the Association has benefited a 

great deal from his dedication and devotion. I am so 

very glad that Charles, in addition to being the 

306th webmaster, will remain on the Board as Past 

President to give me counsel. 

I thought that in my first column, I would tell 

you about myself so you get to know me.  My 

connection with the 306th Bomb Group is my 

father, Howard Snyder, who was a first pilot with 

the 369th Squadron, reporting to Thurleigh on 

October 21, 1943. He died in April, 2007 at age 91. 

Born in Pasadena, California, I was raised in 

the neighboring community of San Marino whose 

first mayor was George S. Patton, father of the 

famous World War II General George S. Patton Jr. 

who grew up in San Marino. 

I attended UCLA and was in the same class as 

Lew Alcindor (Kareem Abdul-Jabbar), graduating 

with a B.A. in Economics. During the Vietnam War 

years, I served six years in the California Army 

National Guard. 

A couple years after graduating from college, I 

moved to Seal Beach, California in 1972, which is a 

sleepy little beach community in Orange County 

with the nickname of "Mayberry by the Sea."  My 

wife, Glenda, and I have been married for 31 years 

and have three grown sons: Doug who works for the 

VA and lives in Reno, Nevada; Devin who is a 

mechanical Engineer, married, and lives in Ft. 

Collins, Colorado; and Clayton who is an actor and 

lives in Hollywood. 

 

Our primary residence is still in Seal Beach, but 

we also have a second home in Sedona, Arizona 

that we go to often. Our yard in Seal Beach is a 

virtual tropical botanical garden with nearly 100 

palm trees planted in the ground, and I enjoy 

working to keep it looking pristine. I am a die-hard 

UCLA sports fan and an elder at Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in Huntington Beach, adjacent to 

Seal Beach. 

Most of my working career was spent with 

Vision Service Plan (VSP), the nationôs largest 

provider of vision insurance. I was in sales and sales 

management and traveled a great deal across the 

U.S., achieving million miler frequent flyer status 

on United Airlines, American Airlines, and Delta 

Airlines. 

It wasn't until I retired in 2009, after 36 years 

with VSP, that I had the time to really delve deeply 

into my father's war history, and it became my 

passion. One of the things I did was to join 

numerous WW II organizations such as the Eighth 

Air Force Historical Society, the Air Forces Escape 

& Evasion Society, and of course, the 306th Bomb 

Group Historical Association. Another significant 

outcome was writing a book, SHOT DOWN, which 

I independently published in 2014. 

My first 306th Reunion was at the 2011 San 

Diego event, which I attended with my oldest son, 

Doug. The two of us have been coming ever since. 

Every year, the reunions are more enjoyable as 

Doug and I meet new friends and become closer to 

old friends. 

In closing, I want to express how honored I am 

to hold the position of President and will try my 

best to further the goals of the Association. 

Fortunately, I have a terrific group of talented 

people on the Board to help me in this endeavor. 

 

Thank you, 

Steve 
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Past-President  

Charles Neal ï  

Mission Report 
 

I served as your president 

during a particularly challenging 

time, succeeding our WWII veteran President 

Rocky Rockwell who died in office, and thus I 

became the first non-WWII-veteran president.  I 

appreciate our WWII veterans (and many others) 

who have supported the Vision to keep this 

organization functioning, at least as long as we have 

306th veterans who we can help by providing 

opportunities for camaraderie and staying in contact 

with others and the past.  My personal hope is that 

weôll continue indefinitely, since we have much to 

provide, educationally, and the opportunity to 

preserve WWII material has become even more 

important.  In addition, I and other subsequent 

generation participants have formed strong 

friendships that I hope will continue to sustain the 

306th BGHA for a long time as we enjoy the 

comradery of the reunions.   

We needed to evolve with actions and 

volunteers.  In the past two and one-half years I 

believe we have laid a foundation to fulfill our 

vision.  Those include retaining a great Secretary 

and recruiting volunteers to serve as Echoes Editor, 

Historian, Webmaster, and Facebook Page-

Moderator.  We also are no longer dependent upon 

the past generous contributions by Abilene 

Christian University (courtesy of Dr. Vernon 

Williams) for printing and mailing and services.  

We have resolved some administrative 

shortcomings by filing a new registered agent in 

North Carolina where we are incorporated.  We 

have obtained a new domain for our website and 

expanded the site as well as reorganized it to better 

serve our educational goals.  Again, to support our 

educational goals, we updated both our By-Laws 

and Incorporation document on file in North 

Carolina that laid the foundation allowing us to 

transition our tax-exempt status from that of a 

Veterans organization to the tax exempt status of a 

charity under IRS code 501 (c) (3).  We organized a 

fun and enjoyable excursion as 32 folks (including 

three WWII veterans) visited Thurleigh in June of 

this year where we met with Ralph Franklin, our 

long-time British Representative and 306th  

Thurleigh museum founder.  Unfortunately he could 

not join us for this yearôs reunion, so it was 

wonderful some of us could visit him.   

I thank all who contributed to these 

accomplishments.  Please continue your support as 

Steve Snyder guides us into the future with whom I 

am confident we will continue to fulfill our vision. 

 

Secretaryôs 

Column  
By Barbara Neal  
(SecretaryΩs contact  

information on page 2) 
Enjoy this issueôs 

coverage of our great 306
th
 

group-trip to England in June, 

and super 306
th
 reunion in 

September.  In September, we had 14 WWII-era 

306
th
 vets among the 100 or so people at the 

reunion, giving great opportunities for hearing of 

the breadth of service that 306
th
 vets had during the 

war.  We all know that many men never spoke in 

depth of their WWII service with family members.  

For some, it was more than just an emphasis to get 

on with their lives.  We can now recognize that 

some had difficulty due to Post Traumatic Stress.  It 

helps younger generations to learn what our own 

familyôs vet faced thru the eloquent men who come 

and share their personal stories. Plan to hear 

veterans who are able to come for our September 

2016 Reunion in Dayton, OH. 

For information regarding the Stalag Luft III 

organization's reunions, a 306th-son who attended 

our Sept reunion will put you in touch with that 

organization.  Email Robert Hermann, son of 

Robert B Hermann, 367th navigator (John Ryan 

crew) on 'Sweet Pea' at hermara@cox.net.  If you 

cannot email and want to reach him, leave a 

message on my cell phone (Contact List on p.2 of 

Echoes) giving me your name, phone number, and 

306th-relationship.  By email, I will ask Robert to 

return your call. 

Our 306
th
 BGHA is contacted steadily by new 

folk finding us from around the world, seeking 

information on some of the approximately 9,000 

men who served in the 306
th
 BG.  Steady contact 

primarily results from our website (306bg.us) 
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growing as more 306
th
 historical information is 

available.  If YOU have historical WWII photos and 

306
th
-related documents (such as the Discharge 

record, or your list of missions), that are not yet at 

our website, PLEASE get in touch with our 

Historian Cliff Deets.  He will scan your material, 

and promptly return any originals you wish 

returned. He is also glad to search through 

voluminous 306
th
 records to compile a Brief History 

regarding any 306
th
 vetôs service. He has learned 

much while doing 70+ of these thus far, and is eager 

to do more of them.  (See Contact List on p.2 

regarding how to contact Cliff)  

 

Changes of address are CONSTANT since there 

are over 900 of us 306
th

 -related or -interested, 

folk, with 480 being WWII vets or their 

wives/widows.  PLEASE contact me (see p.2) to 

alert me to the passing of any 306
th

 veteran, 

and/or for any changes of address or email-

address for Echoes. 

 
 

We need YOU -- your help, that is.  Vets, and 

those who hold their family's vets memorabilia: 

Please alert the Secretary if you have ANY 

information to help these two people learn more 

regardinig their fathers' 306th service. 

¶ the first 306th Group Protestant Chaplain, 

Roy MacLeod, also known as "Mac" 

(inquiry from his son, Roy, who lives in 

Sydney, Australia) 

¶ the first 306th Group Communications 

Officer, Ray V Hopper (inquiry from his 

daughter, Deb Conant, who lives in 

California) 

Both Hopper and MacLeod were with the 306th 

at Wendover in 1942; went in the first wave to 

Thurleigh; and were transferred to VIII Airforces 

Composite Command -- MacLeod transferred to the 

VIII 1 July 1943 and Hopper went 29 December 

1943.  Please see Secretary's contact information on 

p.2.  I will put you in touch with them directly. 

AND seeking any 306th vets who knew farmer 

Wilfred Smith, whose farm was at the corner of 

Church Lane in Pavenham (about 8 miles from the 

base at Thurleigh):  His grandson, Anthony Smith, 

is scanning grandfather's photos that include 306th 

men -- some who flew on the "Rose of York."  

Please alert the Historian (or Secretary) regarding 

contact directly with Anthony, or to see the photos 

heôs scanning.  See Contact information on p.2. 

 

306
th

 Veterans Receive Long 

Overdue Recognition 
Three 306

th
 veterans recently received long 

overdue recognition for their participation in World 

War II. 

Clayton Nattier entered the US Army Air 

Forces in 1942 and was assigned to the 306
th
 Bomb 

Group, 8
th
 Air Force, at Thurleigh, England, when 

his crew of 10 airmen was selected to participate in 

a raid over Merseburg, Germany, 13 September 

1944.  As he piloted a B-17G Flying Fortress 

bomber in sustained combat operations, the aircraft 

was hit by enemy flak over Ammendorf, Germany. 

Nattier, who called for the crew to bail out, 

survived with third-degree burns to his face, neck, 

and arms.  He was later captured by waiting 

German forces who imprisoned him in a POW 

camp known as Stalag 1 in Western Prussia until 12 

May 1945. 

Thanks to Colorado Congressman Ed 

Perlmutter, First Lieutenant (retired) Clayton 

Nattier was presented with a Purple Heart Medal, an 

Air Medal with 2 bronze oak leaf clusters, the POW 

Medal, an American Campaign Medal, a European-

African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, and the 

World War II Victory Medal. 

 

 
Brigadier General Sal Villano awarded Clayton Nattier with 

six long overdue World War II medals. 
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Seventeen years after being shot down in 

Germany, retired Air Force Second Lieutenant John 

R. Pedevillano received a Presidential Unit Citation 

for extraordinary heroism in combat.  The citation 

was presented by Senate Armed Services 

Committee Chairman Senator John McCain.  

Pedevillano served in the US Army Air Corps as the 

youngest bombardier in the 306
th
 Bomb Group, 

flew six combat missions, and survived being shot 

down by Nazi fighter pilots.  He and his crew of the 

B-17 Miss Carriage, were missing for a month 

before being taken as prisoners of war and held for 

a year at the Stalag Luft 7.  They were liberated in 

April 1945 by Army troops under General George 

Pattonôs leadership. 

 

 
John Pedevillano presented award 

 by Senator John McCain. 

 

Similar to the events depicted in the movie 

ñThe Great Escape,ò Wallace Kirkpatrick was a 

prisoner of war and part of a group known as 

ñPenguinsò that helped POWs tunnel their way out 

of Stalag Luft III.   

Following a midair collision over France, 

Kirkpatrick barely escaped from his B-17 Flying 

Fortress.  A navigator and member of Jack A. 

Spauldingôs crew assigned to the 369
th
 squadron, 

was on his third bombing mission when he was 

forced to bail out ï a jump that rendered him 

unconscious, then waking up just in time to pull the 

rip cord.   

Kirkpatrick, who helped in the famous breakout 

from Stalag Luft III by dumping dirt from his 

trousers and stealing electrical wire to help light the 

tunnels under the prison camp, used his job of 

setting up electrical systems at the camp theater to  

scrounge wire.  The ñPenguinò name was given to 

prisoners who dumped dirt removed from the 

escape tunnels by waddling about the camp and 

loosening a string in their trousers to let the dirt fall 

to the ground.  

 

 
On October 2, 2015, Colonel Richard Lindlan presented 

Wallace Kirkpatrick with medals he earned but never received 

for his service to his country during World War II. 

 

Medals earned during military service are not 

only important to service members, but also to their 

families.  When these medals are lost, stolen, or 

even more, never awarded, a precious piece of the 

veteranôs history and legacy is missing. 

If you, as a veteran, or a veteranôs next-of-kin, 

want to replace medals, the process is explained in 

detail on the National Archives website.  For 

complete information go to 

www.archives.gov/veterans/replacement-

medals.html. 

The Personnel Center has $2.1 million worth of 

medals and ribbons stored in a basement office at 

Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph and processes 

about 45,000 requests a year from veterans or their 

families to replace lost decorations. 
 

[Excerpts of this article pertaining to Clayton Nattier are from the 

article written by Tech. Sgt. Rob Hazelett, Air Reserve Personnel 

Center Public Affairs, Buckley Air Force Base, Colorado.  Echoes 

thanks the Air Force for allowing us to use this information.] 

 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/replacement-medals.html
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/replacement-medals.html
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Thurleigh Trip (continued from page 1) 

 

 
 

A short memorial service was held at the flags 

and 306
th
 monument where two memorial wreaths 

of red poppies, were laid at the foot of the 

monument: one to honor all the departed 306
th
 

members, and one to honor Daphne Franklin, wife 

of Ralph Franklin, who passed away May 19th.  

Chaplain Bill Feeser, a member of the 306
th
 tour 

group, said, ñAs we place these wreathes to 

remember the fallen, we remember their lives, their 

stories, and their legacy that should not, and will not 

be forgotten.ò 

 

 
 

Church of St. Mary the Virgin in Keysoe, 

originally constructed in the 12
th
 century, was 

another stop during the Thurleigh visit.  Of 

particular note to the 306
th
 family is the steeple, 

which tradition says was a guiding landmark that  

 

helped 306
th
 flight crews line up with the main 

runway upon their return to England.  

 

 
 

The Jackel Pub in Thurleigh, with its partly 

thatched roof and abundance of flowering baskets, 

welcomed us for lunch   

 

 
 

Just a short walk from the pub, in the center of 

the village on High Street, is the 306
th
 memorial, 

placed by the Parish of Thurleigh at the Village 

Garden in May 2013. 

 

 
 

At Duxford, the site of the British Imperial War 

Museum and the American Air Museum, the group 

was given an introductory tour of the facilities, then 

encouraged to spend as much time as possible 

visiting the many historic planes housed at the 
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airfield.  Although the American Air Museum was 

closed for renovation, tour members were 

encouraged to visit the website at 

www.americanairmusuem.com where information 

can be directly entered, including photos, to pages 

commemorating their veteran relative who served in 

Britain during the Second World War.  While at 

Duxford, museum staff interviewed Veterans Phil 

Mundell, Clayton Nattier, and Nick Sawicke 

regarding their participation in World War II, 

excerpts of which will be used in the museumôs 

exhibits. 
 

 
 

It was a somber visit to the Cambridge 

American Cemetery where precisely aligned Latin 

crosses and Stars of David mark the graves of 

nearly 4000 servicemen.  Pausing at the grave of 

Pilot Raymond ñPappyò Check, Nick Sawicke 

spoke of his friend and Captain.  Stopping at three 

other graves of 306
th
 members, Deb Conant shared 

information she had researched on each of the men.   

 

 
 

At the Wall of the Missing, where more than 

5000 names are etched, the group paused to reflect 

on men from the 306
th
.  In the cemeteryôs chapel, 

the group honored those who were memorialized at 

the site.  For the second time during the trip, Bill 

Feeser led a poignant service, saying, ñLet us honor 

all those buried and those missing who are 

remembered here.  We honor those who did not 

intend to die in service to their nation, but who, 

when their country needed, stepped forward to serve 

even to the point of death.  Of the 3,812 buried here, 

117 are especially dear to us who have gathered 

today.  It is with a grateful heart that we give thanks 

to God for those who served on the ground, to those 

who flew, and to those who did not return.ò 
 

 
 

Arundel House hosted the ñGood Bye Dinnerò 

in their private dining room, where, following the 

dinner, each member of the group was asked to 

share information about his or her relativeôs World 

War II service, and in the case of the three veterans 

in the group, everyone was anxious to continue 

learning more about their experiences. 
 

 
 

History brought this group together and the 

sharing of veteransô individual experiences, unique 

yet similar in a special way as they served their 

country while stationed at Thurleigh, and perhaps 

later as POWs, added to the powerful appreciation 

of this trip. 

 

http://www.americanairmusuem.com/
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