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306th Bombardment Group Association

400 Ready for Sept. Washington Reunion

‘Paper Doll New Look
At Crew Interactions

By John W. McCallum

A good book should pick you up
and set you down in another time
and place. Jim Shepard's Paper
Doll (Alford A. Knopf, New York,
NY, $15.95) does just that. He puts
you right in the middie of an 8th Air
Force B-17 crew. This is the first air
war novel | know of which does
that. He starts with the crew form-
ing up in Florida, follows them to
England and finally on their mis-
sions over the continent.

in introducing us to Paper Doll's
crew, more correctly to five or six
of them, Shepard breaks through
the crust of conventional pictures
of war. Crew members are not a
carefree, swashbuckling lot, pro-
udly and confidently flying off to
war nor are they always pleasant
and agreeable fellows. They are im-
mature, a bit boorish; they worry
about the effectiveness of their
training and grumble about each
other. After a take-off collision in-
volving two of the group’s bombers
and loss of both crews and a series
of scrubbed missions, they
become hostile, depressed and
guarrelsome:

Morale for those five days hit some sort of all-
time low . . . Hirsch kept to himself . . . Bean
continued to annoy them and now seemed
distracted and morose . . . Lewls seemed to
want nothing to do with any of them, Piacenti
wrote long letters home he then destroyed,
and Snowberry sat with his journal, rereading
more than writing. They flew practice mis-
sions and sat through training sessions
sullenty . ..

“*You should stop riding everyone, Lewis,'
Bryant said. **We're doing all right."" But he
was depressed and wasn't sure ha believed it.
“"You guys,” Lewls said, ‘'got the besl
substitute for nerve. Stupidity.”" About the
copilot, he said. ""Know how he got ready for
this? Pulling trailers around Arizona. ..."

Shepard's crew is young and
naive (they are essentially boys)—
“...you gremlins don't even shave,
... notes one, who points cut that
another crew named its bomber
“Baby Train." They have a party for
the children in the village and play

the same games they played in the
states a year or so before. They
spend a great deal of time
reminiscing about life before the
war—school, fishing, their
parents, as if their pre-war ex-
perience is somehow relevant to or
makes the war easier to bear. TI'IB}F
are inept in dealing with the British
girls who are far more
sophisticated. They drink too
much and are beligerent in the
pubs. They engage In games
among themselves, most of which
end up in contenticus bickering.
They know little about the grand
design and purpose of the war;
what they do know is not helpful:
““We're fighting because of what they've
done to Europe,’" Bryant sald, a little shocked
despite himself. "'What they've done fo
everybody."'
“That's good to know,” Lewis said. "'l
doesn’t help me shool any straighter. it sure
as shit hasn't helped you."'

And they don't get much help
from the brass: (Turn to page 7)

306th History
Out of Print

On 1 May 1987 the last copies of
First Over Germany were mailed.

It first came off the press in April
of 1982, and since that time nearly
2,000 copies have been sold, prin-
cipally to members of the 306th.

It has also been sold by several
book shops in England and copies
have gone to Australia,
Czechoslovakia, West Germany,
France, Belgium, The Netherlands,
and all over the United States.

At its next meeting the board of
directors of the Association may
consider the possible publication
of a second edition as there is still
ademand for the book.

To further exhibit the reach of
this book, the last four copies were
mailed to California, Texas,
Massachusetts, and England.

Las Vegas Site
For 88 Meet

Las Vegas has been selected as
the site for the 1988 reunion of the
306th Bomb Group Association,
according to President Donald R.
Ross.

Edward Hennessy, 363th, and
B/Gen. Barney Rawlings, 367th,
will be the co-chairs for the event,
Both bring a broad experience to
such events, as Hennessy spent
many years in the travel business
and Rawlings worked with the Las
Vegas Visitor and Convention
Bureau for a number of years.

A date has not yet been selected
for the event, but will be announc-
ed at the 1987 reunion.

Service Units at Thurleigh
876th Chemical Co. (Det. A)
2098th Fire Fighters
204th Finance Section
982nd Military Police Co. (Det. A)
1628th Ordance Supply

& Maintenance Company
527th Army Postal Unit
1121st Quartermaster Company
352nd Service Squadron
4th Station Complement Squadron
449th SubDepot

Room Rates
Will Rise
August 10

More than 400 people have
already registered for the
Washington reunion of the 306th
scheduled for the Hyatt Regency-
Crystal City, Thursday, Sept. 17
through Sunday, Sept. 20. L

A major feature of this facility is
that it can easily accommodate all
of those persons who wish to at-

_tend, both in their rooms and in the

A registration form for the hotal
is to be found on page 8 of this
issue of Echoes, along with a
registration form for the reunion.
Note that the registration fee is $25
per person, as It has been for
several years, and not $25 per
couple.

You should be aware that the
cutoff on registrations at the
special rate for the hotel is 10
August. After that rooms will be
charged at the normal rate.

If you are driving, the hotel is
easlly accessible on the Jefferson
Davis Highway, which goes south
off the Beltway and borders Crystal
City on the west. If you are flying,
the hotel is within one mile of the
terminal at Washington National
Airport, and courtesy cars make
frequent swings through the air-
port. Phones to the Hyatt Regency
are available for summoning one of
their vans.

BiGen. William S. Rader, chair-
man for the reunion, would bring to
your attention that indications are
needed to him If you wish to par-
ticipate in any of the special trips
available, as noted in the tentative
schedule appearing elsewhere in
this issue of Echoes. Please so in-
dicate your desires.

Of special Interest will be the
Friday noon tour at Arlington
Cemetery, which will include the
placing of a wreath on the grave of
S5gt. Maynard H. (Snuffy) Smith, the

(Turn to page 2)
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Registrations

Registrations for the 1987 reu-
nion now stand at more than 400
persons. According to Chairman
William S. Rader, among the men
included are:

Ake, Nelson 367
Albertson, W. H. (Joe) 369
Alexander, Kermit W, 368
Alleman, Harry G. 368
Antous, George T. 369

Balawajder, Henry 423
Barber, Rex C. 369
Barberis, Daniel 423
Barr, Earl R. 367
Barrett, Harold W. 367
Bates, George R. 369
Beaver, Ed 423
Bordner, Ralph N. 368
Boring, Wallace 368
Bourn, O. B. 368
Bowles, Joseph 369
Brennan, Catherine
Breslin, Willlam 369
Briscoe, C. Dale 369
Broussard, Joseph 387
Brown, Harold L. 423
Burroughs, Winston W. 367
Butschek, Walter 423

Callahan, John J. 369
Carlile, William 4th
Cavaness, William 368
Chakiris, Demetrius 423
Cheney, James S. 423
Christiansen, M. E. 368
Cohen, Herbert 368
Consolmagno, Joseph 367
Cook, L. Brooks 369 - -
Cook, Orval 368

Coons, Walter 367
Corcoran, John E. 367
Corderman, Delmar 368
Corigliano, Horace 369
Cowley, Louis 368

Crane, Robert E. 369
Crapsey, Arthur 367

Damaso, Louis 369
Danaher, Edward 368
Daniel, Everett 368

The 306th Bmmm:mlnl Group Historical
Assoclation: Deonald R. Ross, presiden

Willlam F. Houlihan, vl;':dpmu'cnt. Russel
A. Btrnnq, SBCre C. Dale Briscoe,
treasurer actorss Hosmrt Crane, G. Kieth
Jackson, Gmld Hnrltar Flnbut Starzynski,
H-lph Bun:ln-' and John L. Ryan, past

res ts.
g)ﬂth ECHOES is published four times an-
nually; January, April July and October, and
is malled frea of charge 1o all known ad-
dresses of 306lh personnel, 1942-45. Con-
tributions in support of this effort may ba
remitted to the treasurer,

SECRETARY/EDITOR: Russell A.

Daniel, Robert 423
Davis, John

Dillon, David 423
Doles, Harry 423
Dwiggins, Robert 369

Edwards, E.J. 367
Edwards, Milton B, 423
Edwards, Robert L. 368
Edwards, William R. 367
Ellwood, R. James 423

Fedorka, Alfred 369
Feeser, William H. 367
Ferrari, John 423
Fields, Robert 423
Flanagan, William 369
Flood, Robert 369
Fontenot, Maxine 369
Foster, Lawrence 369
Frey, Elmer 369

Ganes, Clay 367
Glancaspro, Frank 423
Goodwill, Forrest 369
Grimm, Jack 367
Gunkel, Wesley 423
Guy, Walter 367

Hansen, Leif 369
Harkin, Ted 369
Harnois, Arthur 369
Hennessy, Edward 369
Hermann, Robert 367
Hermiley, Judith
Hickey, John 369

Hill Richard 423

Hill, Robert 369
Hogan, William 369
Hoser, Harry 369
Houlihan, William 387
Houghton, Russell 368
Howard, John 369
Hutchinson, Howard E. 423

Kalb, John 367
Kearney, Lester 369
Kelley, Roy 423
Kenney, Robert 368
Kiely, Vincent 367
Klette, Immanuel 369
Kohler, Richard 368
Kolger, William 369
Kostal, Jerome 367
Krajcik, August 368
Krische, John 369
Kupferman, Saul 423

Lambert, John 367/423
Langley, Clifford 369
Lanyon, Phillip 423
Lateano, Guy 369
Latscha, Walter 368
Lazar, Jack 369

Leary, Nena

LeRoy, Jacob 423
Lightbown, Harold 369
Little, R.

Lynch, William 423

MacPherson, John 423
Maliszewski, Edward 369
Maxwell, Robert 367
McCollum, John 423
McKay, Mack 423/368
McMulien, William 1208
Meaux, Allen 369
Morabith, Paul 368
Maoser, J.

Murphy, Jack 423

Mutz, William 367
Myers, Jerry 369

Mahabedian, Aram 423
MNelson, Robert F. 368
Mokes, Ray 423
MNorman, Alfred 369
Morris, Kenneth 423
MNorton, lrving 368

Reunion cep.,

only Medal of Honor winner in the
306th.

William H. Webster, director of
the Central Intelligence Agency,
is scheduled to be the speaker for
the Saturday night reunion ban-
quet in the baliroom of the Hyatt
Regency.

For the ladies, a program will
begin Saturday morning at 10,
featuring Frankie Welch, an Alex-
andria shop proprietor, who has
been in the women's clothing
business for twenty-five years.

She has designed attire for
Presidents' wives, and is in much
demand as a lecturer on fashions.

Richwine, James 527
Riordan, Robert 369
Ristuccia, Lawrence 367
Roberts, George 367
Robinson, Reginald 368
Robison, Brice 423
Rockwell, Robert 367
Rodriquez, J. Louis 368
Romanin, Aldo 369
Romano, Lawrence 527
Ronczy, Edward 367
Ross, Donald R. 368
Roth, Howard G. 423
Roth, Robert 369
Rotter, Gerald 369

Samway, Jack 368
Santoro, Anthony 369
Schieb, Ray 369
Schmidt, Jack 367
Serafin, Frank 423
Sh-a.piand Earl 423

She rldan Dnnald BET
Shuller, Thurman Group
Silverstein, Stanley 368
Small, Parley D. 369
Smith, Ernest 367
Smith, William S. 367
Snook, Donald 423
Spencer, Donald 423
Steele, Paul 367
Stephens, George 369
Stevens, Barney 369
Stewart, Forrest 423
Strawn, Wilmer 423
Strong, Russell 367

Tardiff, Paul 367
Thompson, Eugene 369
Tzipowitz, Harry 369

Upchurch, Donald Group

Valenti, Jasper 423
Villagran, Al 369
Visconti, Adoplph 367

Walck, Richard 367
Wallace, Richard 367
Walsh, Patrick 367
Wiehrdt, Ralph 423

sn-u-.&mzm Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, Novinsky, Milton 369 Willlams, Ralph 369
MI 49007. Home phone, 616/344- |ngram, Grover 369 Williams, Robert C. 423
6466; office, 616/383-6162. O'Hara, Richard 367 Poray, M. C. Group Wirth, James 369

TREASURER: C. Dale Briscoe, 11025

Whisper Valley, San Antonio, TX Jackson, G. Kieth 367
78230. Phone 512/492-9133. Johansen, Alfred 369 Pappas, Peter 369

The 8th AF Association contact man forthe  0DNS0N, George W. 423 Peckham, Wallace 369

306th is Wm. M. Collins, Jr., 2973 Heather- Johnson, William T.423 Percic, Henry 367
brae Dr., Paland, OH 44514. Jones, Casey 369 Peters, Ben 367

The 306th Bomb Group Historical Assocla- Jones, Robert 423 Petrelli, Peter 367

tion is a Federally tax exempt nization, Jordan, Edward 423 Phelan, Hugh 423

il e grotpie cemiindas 20" Jung, William 423 Phillips, Malcolm 369

Poston, James 423
Potter, Frank 369
Putt, Carroll 367

Wilson, John 368
Wood, Robert 369
Wright, John 369

Rader, William 368/367
Radnofsky, Matthew 423
Reioux, Paul 423
Reynolds, John 368

Yerak, Ray 369
Young, Oliver 423

Zimmerman, Ralph 423



17 at Dedication of Benches;

Enjoy Tour of England, Scotland =

After a series of transportation
problems had been resolved, a tour
group of seventeen persons, fif-
teen of whom were connected with
the 306th got together in Bedford
on May 19.

Some of them joined in Detroit,
others came together with them at
Boston, and finally Sherwood and
Ursula Olds met up with the group
at DeParys Hotel in Bedford. Flight
delays between Houston and
Detroit sent them aboard another
airliner to London, and they made
their own way to Bedford.

Russ and June Strong led the
group, and at Gatwick Airport they
picked up a guide and coach, with
driver, to begin a sixteen odyssey
that took them to many points of
interest between London and Edin-
burgh.

En route to Bedford they stopped
briefly at Luton Hoo, and then went
on to Woburn Abbey for an in-
teresting tour of the home of the
Duke of Bedford and of the grounds
surrounding it. Right away the tour
group learned that it would frequent-
ly be traveling on byways off the
beaten path, and with a
knowledgeable guide, saw a great
deal of England that the average
tourist misses.

After a long first day, and dinner
at the hotel in Bedford, the group
was abed early, and then on the
tollowing day set out for the base
at Thurleigh. There they were met
by Gordon and Connle Richards,
Joe Albertson and others, for a
brief dedication of the new ben-
ches at the 306th Memorial on the
grounds of the old 40th Combat
Wing headquarters.

Once back on the bus they head-
ed to Madingley Cemetery, then in-
to Cambridge for lunch, and on nor-
theast of Cambridge to Mildenhall.
There we met the commander of
the 306th Strategic Wing, had a
briefing about the Wing today, and
were taken out to a KC-135 for an
inspection of the aircraft.

Motoring back to Bedford, we
were met there by the Richards,
John and Diane Mills, Cyril and
Mary Norman, and Ralph and
Muriel Franklin. An invitation had
also gone to Keith and June Paull,
but they were in Bamberg, Bavaria,
at the time as part of a sister city
program between Bedford and
Bamberg.

Leaving Bedford, the next stop for
the tourists was in Lincoln, where a
meeting had been arranged with the
Right Worshipful Mayor of Lincoln,
C. R. Ireland, his wife and the city
sheriff and his lady, Mr. and Mrs. G.
F. R. Brindiey-Auger.

After being greeted by the mayor,
a soclal time was enjoyed by all,
after which the 306th group were
guesis of the city at a luncheon in
the 15th century town hall.

That night was spent in York,
and then the coach moved along to
Edinburgh for a three-night stay.

One morning was spent In
sightseeing around the city, with
an afternoon for shopping. On Sun-
day the group enjoyed a sunlit tour
through the Trossachs, before
heading south on Monday to Gret-
na Green and the Lake district.

With an intervening night at
Chester, the group visited the
heavily bombed city of Coventry,
Warwick Castle and Stratford-on-
Avon. After viewing Blenheim
Palace, Churchill's grave at
Bladen, and Windsor Castle, the
group moved into London, staying
at the Cumberland Hotel at Marble
Arch.

City tours were made, shopping
was enjoyed, some saw the prac-
tice for the Queen's birthday
parade to Buckingham Palace, and
on the last Sunday the coach went
southeast to Canterbury and
Dover, then stopping at Chartwell,
Churchill's home from 1822 to
1839, when he became prime
minister.

With one last free day for shopp-
ing in London, the group went out
Monday night for a medieval feast,
and then made its way back to Gat-
wick Airport Tuesday morning for
its flight home, via Boston.

Those participating included:
Nelson Ake, 367th; Cyril and Carol
Busch, 369th; Willlam R. Edwards,
367th; William .- and Mabie
Guilfoyle, 423rd; John Krische,
369th; Walter and Bobbie Liles,
369th; Sherwood and Ursula Olds,
J67th; Russ and June Strong,
J67th; Warren and Marilyn Wilson,
36Bth. The group also included Er-
win and Patricia Slesdet of
Kalamazoo, MI.

Evans Takes
New Look at
War Events

The story of Floyd Evans and Duane Bollen-
bach is told on page 142 of First Over Ger-
many. Because of the wounds suffered by
Bollenbach, and the inability to locate him for
som#e years, it was assumed he was probably
deceased. Bul, through the efforts of Russ
Strong and Field McChesnay, It was learned
that Bollenbach was living, indeed, in Kansas
City, K5. As soon as he was located, Evans
was informed, and the lollowing letter cames to
the editor in April.

| think it is about time that | got a
letter of thanks off to you for all
your help and especially for
locating Duane Bollenbach for me.
We are in contact regularly now
and | feel better than | have for
many years about the war. In fact,
all | had wanted to do was forget
about it.

| am enclosing my check for your
book and looking forward to
reading it. | am quite a voraclous
reader and very well known at the
local library since | am one of its
best customers.

| had a very nice lefter and
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Fortunate Youth arrives 25 Apr 44 at Thurleigh for assignment to the 369th squadron and to the
crew of LL Clifford Baxter. He and his crew had arrived 12 April, and had a couple of misslons
before being assigned to this aircraft. A raid Into France on a Noball targel brought a flak-
Induced rupture in an oil line and the left wheel would not drop. After flying around four hours
to reduce the gas load, they came In alongside runway 08 to land. The plane was put back Into
fiying condition, with a new winglip and two new enginas in a matier of 28 hours. Fortunate

Youth was burned 7 Aug 44 when a cockpit fire in 088 was followed by an explosion that
destroyed the two alrplanes. Who was the ground crew chief?

telephone call from Reggie Robin-
son after he got my address from
Kilgore (where we grew up
together), and of course he put me
in contact with you. Also heard
from Manny Klette, which | en-
joyed very much. The wild
preacher’s son really was quite the
hero of not only the 306th but of
the Bth AF. | last saw him when |
went to see Bollenbach in the
hospital in England and Klette
looked like a pin cushion with all
the steel pins in his legs.

New Addressees

My very sweet wife of some 42
years this month has convinced
me it is time to bury the past and
will insist we attend the next reu-
nion in the States.

I lost all my records and pictures
of the war in a flood here in 1972
and am having a hard time
remembering everything Duane
Bollenbach has asked me, so | may
call on some of you for help.

Floyd Evans
Seguin, TX

Brooks, Everett, 1101 W. 28th St., #105A, Minneapolis, MN 55408 423.
Clayson, Frank H., 4798 Tangerine Ave., Winter Park, FL 32792 423.
Clingerman, Herbert, Rt. 1, Box 46, Carlton, PA 16311 369.

Corcoran, John W., Rt. 2, Sebring Rd., Beaver, PA 15009 387.

Cowan, George, 2274 New Clinton Ad., Macon, GA 31201 368.

Dunn, Clyde, Box 152, Hague, NY 12836 423.

Gallagher, John W., 258 Wire Mill Rd., Stamford, CT 06903 423.
Gretton, George T., 24 Spruce Ln., Spring Lake, NJ 07762 368.
Haynes, George, 18 Mt. Auburn St., Lawrence, MA 01843 369.
Kappel, Herbert, 55 Datchel Close, Freehold, NJ 07728 368.

Knapp, Martin, 15 Lincoln Ave., Goshen, NY 10924 423.

Knudson, Roy E., Rt. 1, Box 1268, Whitney, TX 76692 368,

Koubeck, David S., 1257 Siskiyou Bivd., #121, Ashland, OR 97520 369.
May, Amos R., 2420 Union NE, Grand Rapids, M| 48505 367.
McCarthy, Daniel F., PO Box 415, Conway, NH 03818 3689.

Minnick, Hartwell C., 14300 Rock Creek Pkwy., #7227, Little Rock, AR

72211 423,

O'Neill, James J., 2130 Jackson St., #307, San Francisco, CA 94115 369,
Orr, Clifford D., 58021 Shenandoah Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90056 423.
Rucker, W. B., 115 Lady Helen Ct., Fayetteville, GA 30214 423.

Samway, Jack R., 1206 Commerce, Baytown, TX 77520 368.

Scheil, William, 5719 Millbridge Ct., Fort Wayne, IN 46825 368.

Shafer, Russel C., 132 Cooley, Ponca City, OK 74601 423.

Summers, Duane B., 1513 W. Broadway, Ponca City, OK 74601 368.
Valenti, LTC Jasper J., Rt. 1, Bo 13A, Tallassee, AL 36078 423.

Thomas, Gerald F., 55-A Galli Dr., Novato, CA 94849 369.

Watkins, George T., 4805 10th St. Ct. East, Ellenton, FL 33532 368.


















