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Next Reunion Convenes at Las Vegas

All former members of the 306th,
including friends and relatives,
should plan to rendezvous at the
Hacienda Resort Hotel and Casino
30 October to 3 November 1988,

This is expected to be the
largest and most fun filled of all
the 306th reunions. Las Vegas is
not called the Entertainment
Capital of the World for nothing!

Co-chairman of the rendezvous,
B/Gen. Barney Rawlings and Ed
Hennessy, former 367th and 389th
pllots, respectively, are long-time
residents of Las Vegas. They
selected the Hacienda as the hotel
that can best serve the needs of
the 306th. It is a complete 50-acre

suites, a 22,000 square foot con-
vention facility and the best RV
park In town. It has as much luxury
as anybody should want and a
wonderful variety of food, beverage
and entertainment. And the price is
right! $139.00 for each of two using
a double in the hotel. For those
who use the RV park, the cost is
$68.00 for each of two, including all
the features of the Rendezvous.

Here is what you get for that price:
four (4) nights in the hotel, an all day
excursion including lunch to either
Nellis AFB, the home of the Thunder-
birds, or the Nuclear Test Site, full
color squadron photograph, pre-
banquet cocktail party, deluxe ban-
quet dinner, big band dancing at the
banquet event, show reservation ser-
vice for the whole town and the
registration fee for the Group
Assoclation.

Since a lot of the members join-
ed the original group at Wendover
in 1942—Hennessy was one of
those—the chairmen thought it
would be nice to provide a chance
to see what it's like 46 years later!
You can book an optional charter
flight that will operate on 2
November from McCarren Field to
Wendover. About two hours will be
spent on the ground. Anticipating
that many might wonder why two
hours in Wendover, for Lord’s sake,
be prepared for certain spectacular
changes: such as several modern
casino hotels and over 5,000
residents, the new Stateline Hotsal

{turn to page 7)

Capt. Loy F. Peterson

Satan’s Lady taxies in at the end of another mission,

Excerpts from a Combat Diary

SJanuary 1944

Dear Diary—Today we "had It."”
Four o'clock Breakfast Club met
again—target for<today, the sub
pens at Kiel, Germany. Marking the
first time in the history of the
Eighth Air Force that the Forts
have hit the same target on two
consecutive days. | took off with
the 369th boys one hour before
dawn to rendezvous with another
composite Group and fly as their
high squadron.

They got all snaufed in the dark
and the composite Group never
showed up. Damned If | was going
to take the boys back home so |
tacked onto a low Group which on-
ly had one squadron. Visual bomb-
ing today and the boys really beat
Hell out of the target.

The lead Group (of the Combat
Wing) almost screwed thinls up
over the target, and were not in pro-
per formation when the fighters hit
us 10 minutes later. They lined up
at one o'clock high and came right
in at our nose—15 of them—faster
than | can write this.

One of the bastards started
blinking his guns right in my face,
so | bounced the ship down and he
missed us. Some son-of-a-
squarehead popped a 20mm into
the wing by the #4 engine nacelle,
but God was with us and it missed
gas lines by two inches. Blew a
hole about five inches in diameter
and ripped the outer skin off the
wing for about two
feet—exploding fragments pep-

pered the radio compartment, just
missing Chris.

Attack lasted about ten minutes
and then those beautiful P-38s ap-

(Turn to page 3)

Harry olt,
First 367th
CO, Dies

Col. Harry J. Holt, the original
squadron commander for the
367th, died 13 May in Florida.

He was appointed to that post 1
March 42 at Wendover, UT, and
continued to serve until
transferred to group headquarters
4 March 43. Col. Holt had been a
cadet at the U.S. Naval Academy
and lef left there in his junior year
to enter Army Aviation Cadet train-

ing.
(Turm to page 2)
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306th Bombardment Group Association

725 Attend
Reunion at
Washington

They came from near and far,
from California to West Germany,
and the Washington reunion of the
306th Bomb Group Association
was the largest yet. Seven hundred
and 25 tickets were sold for the
Saturday evening banquet.

The Hyatt Regency-Crystal City
in Alexandria, VA, provided a fine
opportunity for formal gatherings,
for meals of all kinds, and for the
conversation that goes on almost
endlessly for the wveterans and
many of their wives. Both meetings
rooms and banquet facilities met
the needs of the group, although
additional tables had to be set up
to. accommodate the crowd for
Thursday night's buffet dinner.

Many made their way to the Na-
tional Air and Space Museum in
downtown Washington, while the
Thursday afternoon trip to the Paul
E. Garber Preservation, Restora-
tion and storage facility of the
Smithsonian's downtown air
display, was a favorite visiting spot
for many.

A large crowd was on hand Fri-
day morning to take the buses to
the nearby Arlington National
Cemetery, gathering at the marker
for the grave of the late Maynard H.
{Snuffy) Smith, the only Medal of
Honor winner for the 306th. Presi-
dent Donald R. Ross presided,
Russell Strong read the Medal of
Honor citation, and a color guard
and bugler took part in the event.

The White House tour of Friday
morning was also a popular event.

Saturday the men gathered first
for the Air Staff briefing by a
representative from the Pentagon,
and this was followed by a large
crowd particlpating in the general
meeting of the membership. At the
same time, the ladies witnessed a
fashion show. Buses later took
people to Old Town Alexandria for
shopping.

Squadron pictures were also
taken, but unfortunately the size of
the groups overwhelmed the at-

(turn to page 2)
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tempts to capture the left to right
identifications of the rows of men.

Among those at the Saturday
evening banquet was Glenn
Loveland, the only 306th POW to
actually make a successful escape
from a German prison camp during
the war, and to return to Allied con-
trol. Loveland had bailed out 13
June 1943 near Bremen, was cap-
tured, and then made a series of
escapes and on 15 September left
Krems, Austiria, on an odyssey that
finally brought him to Italy and in
Allied custody 20 July 1944,

With him in Washington were
his wife, and two special guests,
Aime Fournier and his wife, from
Lalinde, Dordogne, France. Aime
had been one foreign laborer who
helped Loveland on his escape.
Two vyears ago contact was
reestablished between the two
men. Last year the Lovelands went
to France for a visit, and our reu-
nion was one of the stops being
made on the Fourniers' trip to the
States.

The speaker for the banquet was
Lt. Gen. Leonard Perootz, director
of the Defense Intelligence Agen-
cy, one of the nation’s three top in-
telligence organizations.

| always enjoy my copy of 306th
Echoes.
| spent two years with the 369th,
in the little Nissen hut with Frank
Potter, Furay, Harmois, Perin and
Thornam, and several others.
Would like to see these men and
many more,
| have emphysema and can't
travel very far.
Does anyone know the address
of M/Sgt. Bennie Campbel|?
Would enjoy hearing from any of
my old friends, (even Rex Barberl).
Charles S. DePue
Texarkana, TX

The 306th Bombardment Group Historical
Association: Reginald L. Robinson, presi-
dent; Willlam F. Houlihan, vice president;
Russell A, Strong, secretary; and C. Dale
Briscoe, treasurar. Directors: John B.
Grimm, G. Kieth Jackson, Roberl P. Rior-
dan, Hobert Starzynski. Ralph Bordnaer,
John L. Ryan, Doandl RA. Ross, past
residents.

th ECHOES |s published four times an-
nually: January, April, July and October, and
is mailed free of charge to all known ad-
dresses of 306th personnel, 1942-45. Con-
tributions in support of this effort may be
remitted to the treasurer.

SECRETARY/EDITOR: Russell A.
Strong, 2041 Hillsdale, Kalamazoo,
Mi 48007. Home phone, 616/344-
B6466; office, 616/383-6162.

TREASURER: C. Dale Briscoe, 11025
Whisper Valley, San Antonio, TX
78230. Phone 512/492-8133.

The Bth AF Association contact man for the
306th Is Wm. M. Collins, Jr., 28673 Heathar-
brae Dr., Poland, OH 44514,

The 306th Bomb Group Historical Associa-
tion is a Fﬂdurallr tax mmgt urﬂlnintien
Hq‘;isavmamnu group is classified as 501
Le L

Resolution for
Memorial Fund
Committee

It is hereby resolved by the Board
of Directors of the 306th Bombard-
ment Group Association at its an-
nual meeting held at Washington,
D.C. on September 17, 1987, that
the following members of this
Association are hereby honored
and are to be commended for their
distinguished and prolonged ser-
vice to this Association in creating
and carrying out the objectives of
the Thurieigh Memorial Fund over
the past eight years:

WILLIAM W. FLANAGAN
BERTRUM H. PERLMUTTER
GEORGE G. ROBERTS
RALPH E. BORDNER
Through their efforts and the con-
tributions of hundreds of members
of our Association, a suitable
memorial has been established at
Thurleigh and is being properly
maintained. We are all grateful for

their efforts.

This resolution unanimously
adopted by the Board of Directors
at Washington, D.C., this 17th day
of September 1987.

Harry H'Olt (from page 1)

Col. Holt received his wings and
his gold bars as a second lieute-
nant 1 February 39. He arrived at
Wendover as a captain and was
promoted to major 20 June 42,

As a squadron commander, he
headed the 367th during the
toughest period of its existence,
when losses were at their highest.
His travails as the leader of the
Clay Pigeons were well
documented in the Saturday Even-
ing Post for 24 April 43 in its story,
“The Clay Pigeon Squadron.”

After leaving the 306th, Col. Holt
served with the Eighth AF head-
quarters as an operations officer,
and then as a controller for First
Bomb Division.

He retired from active duty in Ju-
ly 1968 as a command pilot.

DEATHS

Thomas J. Bridgeman, 367th pilot,
died 12 Dec B6 in Goldsboro, NC.
He was one of two survivors 5 Jan
44 in the takeoff crash of Capt. lan
Elliott's plane, and was thrown
through the windshield by the im-
pact of the plane with the squad.

Ned R. Chestnut, radio operator
for L. E. Smith's 423rd crew from 20
Dec 44 through Apr 45, has died
recently in Kemmerer, WY.

Ronald O. Elkins, 367th gunner
from 24 Jan 44 until Sep 44, died of
lung cancer 29 May 87 in
Jonesville, VA.

Peter P. Nolasco, a ball turret gun-
ner for John Magoffin's 369th crew
in the first half of 43, died 28 Jan 80
in Concord, CA, after a heart at-
tack. He was the 28th enlisted man
in the 306th to complete a combat

Minutes of Board of Directors

Board of Directors
306th Bomb Group Association
17 September 1987

The meeting was called to order at 2:15 p.m. by President Donald R.
Ross.

Attending were Ross, William Houlihan, Russell Strong, C. Dale
Briscoe, Gerald Rotter, Ralph Bordner, Robert Crane, Robert Starzynski.

Houlihan moved, Starzynski seconded, the approval of the minutes
of 1986 meetings as read. Passed.

Ross discussed the Memorial/Museum Fund and read the resolution
which he had prepared in conjunction with William Flanagan.

Ross reviewed the 306th Endowment Fund established at the USAF
Academy, Colorado Springs, CO, Starzynski moved, Houlihan seconded,
that the agreement wit : the USAF Academy implementing the 306th En-
dowment Fund be approved. Passed.

Strong presented a report of the Secretary's Office, including pro-
jects which he had in mind for the coming year:

1) the editing and publishing of squadron diaries

2) studies of pilots, other rated officers, and various enlisted groups

3) publication of the 1988 directory in the first quarter of the year

Briscoe moved, Starzynski seconded, that $800 be provided for the
publication of the first two of four squadron histories in time for the 1988
reunion. The money will be replaced in the treasury by sales of the
books. The other two histories will be ready in 1989. It was agreed that
the first two squadrons to be prepared will be those with the greatest at-
tendance at the 1987 reunion.

The Treasurer's Report was approved as read and will be published
in the October issue of Echoes. Quarterly reports from the Treasurer will
also be published in Echoes.

Strong is to discuss with Edward Hennessy and Barney Rawlings
the sale of PX items at the 1988 reunion in Las Vegas.

William Flanagan joined the meeting at this point to discuss the
Memorial/Museum Fund and its future status. He presented a financial
statement including all contributions and expenditures.

it was agreed that the money will be split 50/50 between the
Association and the Memorial Committee. The Memorial Committee will
hold its own money and will report annually to the association treasurer
on expenditures and fund balances. Control of the use of the money lies
with the Committee. o

Ross once again read the resolution. Starzynski moved its passage,
Crane seconded, and it was passed.

Houlihan moved and Crane seconded, that, plagues be prepared
honoring Flanagan, George G. Roberts, Bert Perlmutter and Ralph Bord-
ner for their work on the Memorial Fund. Strong was instructed to secure
such plagues. °

The subject of dues was discussed. It was agreed that if we can get
along without assessing dues that we not go that route. It was felt that
money sufficient to fund the Association could be raised through volun-
tary contributions and through reunion profits.

Due to questions raised by several persons, it was pointed out that
any family member of a present or deceased 306th Association member
will be added to the mailing list at their request.

Ross said that he had appointed a nominating committee:

John D. MacPherson

Robert P. Riordan

Kieth Jackson

A resolution concerning payment of the secretary of the Association
was presented, at which time the secretary was excused from the
meeting (thus taking no part in the ensuing discussion or vote). He was
later informed that the resolution was slightly amended and was passed
unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 5 p.m.

tour, finishing 1 Jul 43. He received
credit for downing two E/A on the 1
May 43 raid to St. Nazaire and
Brest.

LTC Ivan W. Oberhelman, a 368th
pilot from mid-Apr 44 to the end of
Aug 44, died 14 Mar 87 in Fairborn,
OH. He had retired from active duty
31 Mar 65.

Benjamin F. Potts, 1024th Ord-
nance Co. until transferred 1 Jul
43, died recently in Grayling, M1

Howard A. West, a master
sergeant and chief armorer for the
423rd, died 30 Aug 87 in Stillwater,
OH, of kidney failure. He had work-
ed for many years for Laurel Valley
Qil Co., retiring six years ago. He

joined the group at Wendover.
Charles A. Wilcox, a 423rd ar-
morer from 3 Apr 42 and
throughout the war, died in Aug 87
in Dale, IN.
Service Units at Thurleigh
876th Chemical Co. (Det. A)
2099th Fire Fighters
204th Finance Section
982nd jmilitary Police Co. (Det. A)
1628th Ordnance Supply
& Maintenance Company
527th Army Postal Unit
1121st Quartermaster Company
352nd Service Squadron
4th Station Complement Squadron
449th SubDepot
18th Weather Squadron
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Officers for
~ '87-'88 Chosen

New directors are: back row, left to right, Robert Starzynski, Donald R. Ross, Ralph Bordner,
Robert R. Rlordan and Jack Grimm. Officers are seated: Willlam Houllhan, vice president;
Reginald Robinson, president; Russell Strong, secretary, and C. Dala Briscos, treasurer. Direc-
tors not pictured are G. Kelth Jackson and John L. Ryan,

Minutes of Annual 'Meeting

Annual Membership Meeting
306th Bomb Group Association
19 September 1987

The meeting was called to order at 11:15 a.m. by President Donald R.
Ross, with a large attendance.

The secretary's minutes of the 1986 annual meeting were read and
approved.

Ross reported as president of the Association on the status of the
306th Endowment Fund at the USAF Academy.

William Flanagan, chairman of the Memorial/Museum committee,
reported on the status of the fund. He said that agreement to split the
current $6,895.59 remaining in the fund equally between the Association
and the Museum committee had been reached earlier in a meeting with
the executive committee.

Robert Flood moved the acceptance of the report by the member-
ship. Seconded.

George Roberts raised a question as to the future of the Memorial
Fund and assurance of its protection.

The motion was amended to ask the committee of Flanagan,
Roberts, Bert Perimuttet and Ralph Bordner to consider the future of the
Memorial fund and to report at the 1988 annual meeting. Flood and the
second approved of this amendment. The motion as amended was
passed.

Ross then read the resolution citing Flanagan, Roberts, Perlmutter
and Bordner for their faithful work. It was passed by acclamation.

Ross then presented the subject of dues, reporting that the board of
directors had considered the matter and had acted to hold off any further
consideration of dues at this time, planning to continue with the present
mode of voluntary support and reunion profits to fund the work of the
Association. A more intense solicitation of funds from the membership
Is planned in the year ahead. Lester Kearney moved approval of the
board's stand. Seconded. Approved.

Ed Hennessy reported on the 1988 Las Vegas reunion.

Russell Strong reported on future historical projects, in particular
plans for editing and reprinting the several squadron diaries, as previous-
ly authorized by the board of directors. He also discussed the planned
studies of pilots and copilots, navigators, bombardiers and other flying
and ground personnel. Such information will be carried in Echoes as it
becomes available.

C. Dale Briscoe gave the treasurer's report. A motion of approval
was made, seconded and passed.

At this point, George Roberts made a presentation of a check for
$3,447.79, one half of the Memorial fund to Ross and Briscoe.

John MacPherson reported for the nominating committee, which
also included G. Kieth Jackson and Robert P. Riordan:

Reginald Robinson, Fort Worth, TX, president.

William Houlihan, Belleville, MI, vice president.

Russell A. Strong, Kalamazoo, M|, secretary.

C. Dale Briscoe, San Antonio, TX, treasurer.

Robert P. Riordan, Dallas, TX, director

Jack Grimm, Centerville, OH, director.

Donald R. Ross, Omaha, NE, director.

Each name then was considered individually, nominations from the
floor were requested and unanimous ballots were cast for each person.

Satan’s Lady wompsen

peared and engaged those Heinies
everywhere. All | could hear over
the interphone was Foley in back
in the tail yelling, “Holy Christ,
what a dogfight—watch
out—rockets! Jeez, a rocket just
hit a 17 and it exploded in a million
pieces—Christ, what a dogfight.”
Lt. Wolfe, on his fourth mission,
was on my right wing and during
the dogfight and attack he disap-
peared. Capt. Elliott crashed and
burned on takeoff. Altogether, a
bad day . . . Satan's Lady's six-
teenth mission, but she'll be in a
hospital for a couple of weeks now.

Loy F. Peterson was a 368th pilot
and flight commander from 16 Oct
43 to July 44. He is now retired as a
Phoenix, AZ, banker. Others men-
tioned In the narrative are all
deceased: Paul W. Christenson,
radic operator; Charlkes W. Foley,
tail gunner; Sidney Wolfe, KIA: and
lan Elliott, killed in the takeoff
crash. Satan’s Lady, 42-31143, had
a long life with the 369th, arriving
19 Oct 43, and was finally
transferred to the 381st Bomb
Group in May 45. Harry Tzipowitz
was Satan’s Lady crew chief.
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Book Tells
of Berlin Life
Under Bombs

BERLIN DIARIES, 10401945, by Marie
Vassilichikov. NY, Knopf, 1987. 324 pp.

Have you ever wondered what it
must have been like to live in Berlin
during our attacks on the city?

To get a small taste of both the
RAF raids and the USAAF raids,
one need only read through this
fascinating diary by a White Rus-
sian princess who had escaped
from one tyranny to have a ring
side seat in Berlin itself for much
of WW I,

She is a very literate person, and
had an opportunity to rework her
own diary, letters and memoirs
before her death, and from this we
can deduce a great deal of what life
was like for one in a privileged
small group in Berlin.

Because she was from a royal
family, her connections in Berlin
were amazing and
interesting—Bismarck’s sons, the
Kaiser's sons, many displaced
royals from the East European
area, as well as other German
royals. At one time a decree was
issued freeing all of these people
from military service, so many of
them went to the universities, and
all seemed to migrate through
Berlin or 6ccasion. - .

Marie's life seemed a succes-
sion of work days and party nights
until the bombing began to take its
toll in Berlin itself. She spent much
of the war there working in the In-
formation Service, and ended up
the war in Vienna.

“Monday, 6 March another heavy
raid on Berlin, this time in broad
daylight. For the Americans are
now bombing too and their planes
can fly higher than the British. Day
raids are even worse than night
raids, as everybody is in town or on
the move."

From her marriage to an
American, Peter G. Harnden, In
1846 until his death in 1971 they liv-
ed in Paris and raised their four
children. After that she moved to
London and lived there until her
death in 1978.

Holdover directors are G. Kieth Jackson and Robert Starzynski.
Ross thanked for their services as directors the past three years both

Robert Crane and Gerald Rotter.

Ross presented a resolution from the board of directors concerning
pay for the secretary of the Association. A motion was made for approval,
seconded, and passed unanimously following discussion from the fioor.

Comments were made from the floor concerning possible member-
ship cards for the Association, and the measure was held over for the

1888 reunion.

Strong asked for the floor to announce the recent deaths of Harry
Holt, first commander of the 367th Squadron and John Roller, 369th tail
gunner and recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross 1 May 1943.

Walter Albertson announced that the flagpole from the American
Red Cross club in Bedford had been saved. This building is being
demolished and It is expected that the flagpole will be erected at the

memorial at Thurleigh.

A request came from the floor asking that the registration forms in
the future have a place to indicate that a person is handicapped and

needs first floor accommodations.

The annual meeting was adjourned at 12:55.


















