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FIGHTIN'

New Combat Squadron patches have been created by Lee Kessler
for the September gathering of the 306th.

Reynolds Gets New Status in 306th History

Gardner Reynolds spent a couple of
weeks with the 306th back in 1942, and
left suddenly on 30 December.

He survived the incident, but was
startled within the last month or so to
learn that First Over Germany, the
group history, listed him as "Killed in
Action.” This came about when he and
his old pilot, David Steele, got together
by telephone and began comparing
notes.

From that beginning he phoned Russ
Strong, and told his story. Reynolds had
been listed as KIA with John Brady's
crew on a mission which they shouldn't
have flown. Actually, the Missing Air
Crew report from National Archives
shows the three other officers on the

Brady crew as KIA, while indicating
nothing for Reynolds or the rest of the
crew.

All that was known was that the crew
went down in the water off the Brest
Peninsula, and certainly at that time of
year there was little chance for survival,
Firast and Last Mission

Brady had been delayed on takeoff
in the transfer to another aircraft, and
did not catch up with the 306th, rather
tacking on to a two-plane element of the
91st Group.

Brady's plane followed the 91st
formation southeast across France to
Lorient, bombing and continuing on
south for a period before turning due
west and out over the Atlantic. After

about 45 minutes the planes headed
north, taking a course that would avoid
the Brest Peninsula. The three-ship
element made a landfall, assumed to be
Land’s End. But, like the coming ill-fated
mission of 1 May 43, the planes were
actually over Brest,

Reynolds reports that they learned later that
the winds from the west were 80 miles per
hour, and actually blew the planes from tha
sea back over the land.

It was over Brest that the lone 306th
plane broke away from the other two to
head for Thurleigh, thinking they were
over England. In a few moments they
were tagged by an FW-190, the Lufi-
waffe attacker scoring heavily.

(Turn to page 2)

Gen. Wilson
To Reminisce
At San Antonio

M/Gen Delmar Wilson, an original
306th pilot and deputy commander of
the group as it went into combat, not
only is serving as chairman of the San
Antonio reunion in September, but is
also going to be the featured speaker
at the Saturday night banquet.

This was not Wilson's idea, but was
something that evolved in the thinking
of the reunion planners more recently.

Many will remember the moving
“Return of the Prisoners of War" at the
Fort Worth reunion in which Wilson
played a major role in welcoming them
back.

Reminiscences

Gen. Wilson has indicated that he will
reminisce about the early days of the
Group, from 1 March 42 until his
departure-in mid-January 43. His ser-
vices to the Bth AF continued into the
fall of 1944, during much of which time
he had a major impact on mission
planning for the Bth. He was somewhat
of an anomaly as a mission planner for
he was one of a few in the headquarters
who had flown more than one combat
mission.

C. Dale Briscoe, reunion coordinator,
states that tickets for the banquet must
be limited to 700 persons, and at this
writing more than half of them have been
reserved through advance registrations.

“We now have more than two hundred
306th veterans who have indicated they will
be with us at San Antonio," says Briscoe, “and
the total number of registrants in approaching
the 400 number.

“lItis my expectation that from the time
you receive this issue of Echoes until
the hotel space becomes scarcer in mid-
August, that registrations will pick up
considerably; in all likelihood we will
reach our target number of 700 and
probably surpass it."

There are still openings available for
the Friday morning/noon luncheon trip
to Lackland Air Force Base on the
outskints of San Antonio. Once known
as the cadet center, this is a basic
training facility now for the Air Force, and
at the Friday morning graduation review,
the 306th will be featured. The parade
ground at Lackland is also an outdoor
museum of sorts, as it is surrounded by
WWII era aircraft. Lunch will be served
at the Service Club. Attendance for this
is limited to 300.

While this is taking place, across the
northern side of the city, another 300
J06th people will tour Randolph Air
Force Base, often referred to as the
home of the Air Force. They will have
a mission briefing on Randolph, a movie
of the history of the base, and lunch at
the Officers’ Club.

(Turn to page 2)
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Reunion
{from page 1)

No dinner is planned for Friday night,
leaving attendees the opportunity of
dining and visiting with special friends.
Thursday's Buffet

The preceeding night, Thursday, a
Mexican buffet will be held in the Alamo
baliroom of the Marriott Riverwalk hotel,
On this occasion, there will also be
avallable a group of barges which
persons will be able to board at the hotel
and take the 45-minute ride through the
River of the Roses.

One need not fear that there will be
abundant places to eat, because the
Marriott Riverwalk hotel area has nu-
merous restaurants and in great variety
as to cuisine and prices.

Two major events Saturday morning
will occupy most of the attendees, as
at 9:30 the annual business meeting and
election of officers is held, while ladies
attending will be welcomed at a fashion
show with a buffet breakfast.

At Saturday evening's banguet enter-
tainment will be led by Larry Emeigh,
Barney Rawlings, and a newcomer, Flo
Arbeiter, singer and wife of Erskine
Arbeiter, 369th gunner. Larry has organ-
ized a dance band for the occasion, and
Rawlings will be remembered for his
great performance two years ago al Las
Vegas.

And once again on Sunday morning
it will all come to a close for 1990 as
people begin reversing their courses
and heading once again for home.

USAF Museum Exhibits

John Grimm, a member of the exec-
utive committee of the 306th Associa-
tion, would remind everyone thal two
new exhibits at the USAF Museum,
Wright-Patterson AFB, OH, are well
worth seeing: a restored ltalian Caproni
bomber, and the USAF's retired SR-71.
Shoo Shoo Baby, the restored combat
B-17 from the 8th AF, is now also fo
be seen at Dayton.

The 306th Bombardment Group
Histarical Association: Robert P,
Riordan, president; M. E. Christian-
son, vice president; Russell A
Strong, secretary; C. Dale Briscoe,
treasurer. Directors are: John R
Grimm, George G. Robenris, Leo H.
Van Deurzen, and Jack Wood;
William F. Houlihan, immediate
past president, and Delmar E,
Wilson, 18380 reunion chairman. C.
Dale Briscoe is 1980 reunion
coordinator.

306th Echoes is published four
times annually: January, April, July
and October, and is mailed free of
charge to all known addresses of
306th personnel, 1942-45. Contri-
butions in support of this effort may
be remitted to the treasurer.

SECRETARY/EDITOR: Russell
A. Strong, 5323 Cheval PI.,
Charlotte, NC 28205. Phone
704/568-0153.

TREASURER: C. Dale Briscoe,
7829 Timbertop Drive, Boerne,
TX 78006. Phone 512/755-2321

The 306th Bomb Group Historical
Association is a Federally tax-
exempt organization and as a
veteran's group is classified as 501
(c)(19).

Day-by-Day At San Antonio

Thursday, 6 September

Earges available for a 45-minute river cruise departing from the hotel {river

1000-1700 Registration
1300-7 Hospitality Room Opens (Cash Bar)
1800-2000
level) at 1800 and again at 1200- limit 140 each hour.
1900-2030

Friday, 7 September

Mexican buffet in the Alamo Ballroom of the Marriott Riverwalk

Visit Lackland Air Force Base for parade, mission briefing and lunch at the

Visit Randolph Air Force Base for a tour of the Base, a mission briefing, a

movie of the history of Randolph and lunch at the Officers Club.

0900-1700 Registration Continues
0830-1330
Service Club,
0900-1330
1400-1800 Hospitality Room Opens (Cash Bar)
1700- Evening free to visit with friends and explore the Riverwalk.
Saturday, 8 September
0830-1100 Annual General Membership Business meeting
D930-1100 Ladies’ Fashion Show in the hotel
1100-1200 Make Banguet Table reservations
1300-1600 Hospitality Room opens [Cash Bar)
1800-1800 Cocktail Hour (Cash Bar)
Sunday, 9 September

No activities scheduled

New Additions

Bachtelle, Stewart M., PO Box 1144, Sunset Beach, CA 80742 367
Beckwith, Franklin C., 1950 N. Broadway, Hastings, M| 49058 204
Broz, George R., 17914 92nd Ave NW, Stanwood, WA 98292 423
Burgess, Broadus T., 101 Branton Ave,, Ladson, SC 29456 367

Cairns, William C., 915 88th NE, Bellevue, WA 98004 GP

Chrapaty, Armand N., 1011 Arcola Ln., Silver Spring, MD 20302 39
Christopher, Sidney Jr., 302 Donnelly, De Soto, MO 63020 39

Civils, Harry F., 910 Roseanne Dr., Kinston, NC 28501 368

Corwin, Comelius, Rt. 2, Box 53, Portland, IN 47371 39

Davis, John H., 121 Emmitt Goodwin 5t., Muscle Shoals, AL 35561 368
Demes, Joe, 1585 Mercury St., Merritt Island, FL 32953 BW

Dennison, Curtis, PO Box 186, Lucerne, CA 95458 39

DeVos, Vincent W., 2408 Hamilton Ave., Glen Shaw, PA 15116 369
Dikmak, Charley, 111 Greenhood 5t., Dedham, MA 367

Dillon, John P, 138 Hillcroft Ave., Worcester, MA 01606 368

Ehrler, Robert H., 17115 Rolando Ave., Castro Valley, CA 94546 368
Elrod, Lioyd A., 8639 Craig, Overland Park, KS 66212 423

Farmer, Henry H., 4257 Chanwil Ave., Memphis, TN 38117 423

Farrell, David, 100 Via Guito, Newport Beach, CA 926680 367

Forgy, John, 1246 E. Broadmoor, Springfield, MO 65804 423
Gulbrantson, Ludwig, 1605 Brunner St, Rockford, IL 61103 204
Hamilton, Orman L., PO Box 758, Sylva, NC 28779 423

Hanlen, Don F., Rt. 1, Box 1160, Benton City, WA 99320 369
Huddleston, William E., 3009 John St., Grand Prairie, TX 75050 367
Isaac, Arthur, 3804 W. Friendly Ave., Greensboro, NC 27410 369
Jarrett. Charles H., PO Box 64, Tazte, GA 30177 39

Johnson, Francis B., 5388 W 8910 North, Highland, UT 84003 369
Jindrich, Richard F., 1641 S. Julian Way, Denver, CO 80219 369
Lapacz, Edward, 503 Hartung St., Green Bay, WI 54302 367

Lynch, Henry J., 4208 46th Ave., Sacramento, CA 95824 423

Maenner, Arthur J., 6809 Old Sauk Ct, Madison, WI 53717 368
Mantzell, Ernest A., 5502 Teakwood, Galveston, TX 77550 204

Mapes, George J.,, 12126 Monticeto, Meadows, TX 77477 367

Morris, Walter D., 368 Seabrook Dr., Williamsville, NY 14221 367
Phifer, Norris R., 1847 Shore Dr. S. #706, St. Petersburg, FL 33707 367
Phillips, Donald E., 20417 Spring Meadow Dr., Sun City West, AZ 95375 368
Reynolds, Gardner M., 2740 Via Campesina, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 80274 423
Rich, Don C., B75 S Morgan Valley Dr., Ogden, UT 84050 369
Schmielau, Robert E., W 283 N 2141 Beach Rd,, Pewaukee, W] 53072 369
Showers, Charles E., 723 Franklin St, Hamburg, PA 19526 449

Teare, John D., 4227 Van Nuys Blvd., Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 368
Trobaugh, Amold G., 8022 W. Hampton Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53218 368
Walker, James Q., Jr., 114 Battle Ave,, Franklin, TN 37064 367
Wehunt, Pazul H., 400 Hiram Page Rd. #15, Yreka, CA 96087 423
Wolinski, Frank W., 3608 Beard Ave N, Minneapolis, MN 55422 369

39th Service Group, 204th Finance Company, 367th Bomb Squadron, 368th Bomb Squadron,
369th Bomb Squadron, 423rd Bomb Squadron, 449th Sub Depot, 306th Bomb Wing (Korea),

306th Group Headquarters.

Widows

Dryar, Mrs. Henry, 8333 Roberts Rd., Elkins Park, PA 19117 368
Larmer, Mrs. Fred, 6800 Lakeshore Ct, Raytown, MO 64133 369
MacDonald, Mrs. Donald, 1219 Lexington Dr., Vista, CA 92084 367
Simmons, Mrs. Andrew V., 3702 Pollard, Tyler, TX 75701 423
Smith, Jr., Mrs. Allen, 9412 Sheila Dr,, Indianapolis, IN 46236 368

Five Attended Andrews Funeral

Lt. Gen. Frank M. Andrews and
thirteen other officers and enlisted men
were killed in an air crash in lceland
in early May 43 on their way back to
the U.S. As a result, five sergeants from
the 306th were on orders to attend the
services in the Royal Military Chapel,

Wellington Barracks, London.

Those on temporary duty for the
funeral were S/Sgt William G. Hicks,
367th; T/Sgl Leland J. Kessler, 368th;
5/Sgt Carl L. Pugh, 368th; T/Sgt An-
thony L. Santoro, 3659th, and T/Sgt
Michael Roskovich, 423rd.

Reynolds

(from page 1)

Controls were lost and they were soon
over the water again. Bailout came at
about 4,000 feet, with the crew having
suffered no wounds in the plane.

He followed the navigator out the nose
hatch, and the engineer went out third.
Even though the wind was spreading
them apart, Reynolds saw several other
chutes.

As his chute turned around, Reynolds
saw a lighthouse not too distant and
tugged at his shroud lines in an attempt
to move in closer. The light was not
operating. As he neared the water, he
kept his chute on and became entangled
in the shroud lines when he splashed
down. He battled his way clear of the
chute and lines a couple of hundred feet
from the lighthouse, discovering with
amazement that he could stand on the
rocky shelf which led to the promontory
where the tower had been placed.

Secking cover from the extremely cold
December water, Reynolds scrambled up the
rocks, reached the lighthouse and then
climbed a ladder winding around the structure
to the top. Once at the end of the ladder, he

found a door and got inside out of the wind,
which was a considerable relief.

Shortly he saw a French fishing boat
coming towards the lighthouse, and
thought it would be great to be rescued,
and perhaps to be carried by this small
boat back to England. He headed down
the ladder to reach his saviors.

When the boat reached the light his
heart sank upon seeing two Wehrmacht
soldiers were a part of the comple-
ment—and thus he became a POW.

On this first mission from Thurleigh,
he had only the day before been
released from the hospital upon recov-
ering from the flu. The considerable
exposure he suffered at the end of this
mission racked his aching body. He'd
lost his boots on bailout, and his feet
were very cold. The boat crew wrapped
him in blankets and headed back in to
Brest harbor.

Hospital to Prison Camp

He spent a couple of days in a hospital
at Brest before heading on the long trek
to a prisoner of war camp, firstin a Polish
camp with mainly British, before being
transferred in the spring of 1943 to
Stalag Luft 3 at Sagan, which was
peopled with large numbers of 306th
men.

When the war ended he retumed to
his Ithaca, NY, home, completed his
studies in civil engineering at Cornell
University in 1948, and joined a firm of
consulting engineers, eventually work-
ing at his profession in various parts of
the world.

MNow retired, he makes his home in
Palos Verdes Estates, CA, and of late
has been busy getting reacquainted with
some of his old 306th friends and crew
mates. And with his phone call to Russ
Strong has had the account of John
Brady's crew changed in the forthcom-
ing republication of First Over Ger-
many.

Author seeks
Enlisted Stories

Capt. Mark Grandstaff is currently
writing an official history of the Air Force
enlisted corps, covering topics ranging
from recruitment and retention to pro-
motions and everyday military life.

He has a questionnaire for former
one-term and career enlisted members,
E-1 through E-9, and warrant officers.

Copies of the questionnaire can be
obtained by writing:

Capt. Mark Grandstaff

Office of Air Force History
Bldg. 5681

Bolling AFB, DC 20332-6098





















