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Crew Chief
Finds Brit Is
His Son

When Larry Emeigh, onetime 367th
crew chief, opened the letter from England
he saw a picture of himself and the beau-
tiful English girl he had loved—and
lost—during WW II.

“Are you this man?" asked the English
letter writer, Tony Kettle,

Kettle, 49, said he had just learned that
the man in the picture was his “natural”
father. He wanted to know his father, “but
not if it would cause any problems for you
or your wife and family.”

That announcement in October 1993
came as a complete surprise to Emeigh,
but he immediately sent a letter of re-
sponse;

“I want the world to know that | have an-
other son.”

And so, Larry Emeigh at the age of 77,
saw his first-born son for the first time on
May 13, 1995

By sheer coincidence, Kettle's 10-day
visit to America came in the midst of cel-
ebrations marking the 50th anniversary of
VE day.

"I came here to leam about my roots and
| could not be in better soil.”

Tory met his father’s wife, Bea, and their
three children: Bill, Phoenix, AZ, Donna
McAbee, Bethel Park, PA, and Todd of
Delaware.

Kettle filled his American family in on the
details of his own family: Christle, his wife,
son Jason and daughter, Hayley. Kettle is
a service engineer in Yorkshire,

Emeigh also ‘Larry Ames'

He also leamed that his father is a re-
tired carpenter who still regularly performs
as a pianist under his stage name, "Larmry
Ames”, with his group, The Esquires.
(Larry has been a frequent keyboard con-
tributor at 306th reunions.)

Joe Kettle “mamied my mother in June
1944, She was pregnant and Joe Kettle
knew he was not my father, but he raised
me as a son and | have two half-brothers
in England.”

Joe Kettle was killed in a traffic accident
when Tony Kettle was 13. Tony's mother
Henée, died last year. But not before she
finally told him about the man who fathered
him.

This all seems to start about three years
ago,” Kettle relates. "My wife, Christle, was
locking at old family photo albums and
said, "You know, you look nothing like your
father.”

“And | said, 'Don’t be silly. Who else
could | be?™

Then in April 1993 came the telephone
call that “turned my world upside down”,
now says Tony.

“My uncle had died, and | got a phone
call from my aunt. She said she promised
my uncie to tell me something that was a
secret, She said my father was not my fa-
ther and | was to contact my mother and
check it oul.” Instead, he called a cousin,
Elaine.

{Turn to page 2)

Thurleigh children
had an abundance of
equipment and
educational materials
to work with, their
visitors found.

Pet Puente talks with
students in front ol a
“Wild" teddy bear

display at the
Thurleigh Lower : ' F
School. L i ‘

Thurleigh School Given Chairs

As one of the activities in which the May tour group to England and Ireland partici-
pated was a moming visit to the Thurleigh Lower Schoal, located in the village. As a
result of the 1992 reunion in England, the Group began last year presenting an annual
contribution of $500 for the school to use as it saw fit for needs that fell outside the -
available budgeted funds.

Once the 95 group left the school and had an opportunity to discuss the visit there
quickly emerged the desire to do something special then. Through Ralph Franklin the
school was contacted, and it was indicated that new chairs for the library area were an
urgent need. Costs were determined, the group decided to take up a collection, and
enough was received to provide eleven new chairs for the library.

A total of £255 was sent to the school, and the following letter was received:

Thureigh Lower School
High Street, Thurleigh, Bedfordshire
15 June 1985

Dear 306th Friends:

We received your gift this moming and are now in the process of choosing the colours
for the upholstery.

Your gift of chairs will make such a difference to the children’s library area, making
them much maore attractive. The chairs now in use are extremely old and worn, and are
becoming increasingly shabby as little fingers love pinching out pieces of foam through
the holes!

Meeting everyone during the visit to the school was such a pleasure. It was unfortu-
nate that the visit was so short. | know the children and staff would have liked to chat for
a lot longer. However, now the children, staff and | have more memories when we talk of
our American friends.

| hope that each and every one of the Group will feel welcome to visit our school
whenever they come to this country.

Thank you once again. Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Newton, Headteacher

NOW, THAT'S A FORLORN PIECE OF AIRPLANE! -This 367th “hangar queen"” was probably
41-24494, which attained this special status on 11 Dec 42, according to records. It has lost its
wings, wheels, tall surfaces, back door, and probably a host of other parls so that its "sky
mates” could continue 1o fly. When new, this plane was first assigned to the crew of Earl
Tunnell. Available mission reports do not indicate thal it was a frequent flyer, and may last have
been in the air 21 Nov 42. Anyone have any more information on 4947

200 and Up
Prepare For
Knoxville

For a dozen years now veterans of the
306th Bombardment Group have been
coming together annually, and this year
that event, which is actually the 20th re-
union, will take place at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel, Knoxville, TN, beginning
14 Sep and continuing through the 16th,

Thus far there are more than half a
dozen who will be newcomers to the
event, and it is anticipated as the num-
ber swells from a press time 221 that
there will be more joining in for whom it
will be a first time experience.

Many of the Bomb Groups talk about
having all officers, or all enlisted men, at-
tending, or all fliers or all ground
personnel. The 306th throughout its re-
union experience has had a happy
blending of all these classifications. The
factor for all is that they had an experi-

.ence at Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, which
ranged from a day or a week for some,
but went into three years for others.
Ground personnel were the longer serv-
ing group, and the longest serving flying
officer was Maurice Salada, who brought

his flying skills to the Group at Wendover
in Apr 42 and who didn't leave until 27 Nov

44!

Thus, there will be another chance for
all of us attending to blend with old regu-
lars and new attendees in a program that
is guaranteed to give everyone a good
time,

There are always groups, from early
morning to late evening, gathered around
tables to talk, to reminisce, to look at
scrap books, to trade stories, to stretch
the facts here and there, and to try once
again to be a part of that experience we
went through 50 or more years ago.

The 50th anniversary of our entrance
into combat came in 1942, and now the
50th anniversary of VE-day is a memory
as well.

Wallace Boring, Maryville, TN, and his
committee have been working for a year
to put together this year's program, and
have selected a fine hostelry on the edge

(Turn to page 2)

Miles Add Up |

So, you spent a day on an Inter-
state highway driving to Knoxvillel

When Paul and Alleen Reioux got
back to Maui after the Des Moines re-
union they had traveled 101,550 miles
attending the last 16 reunion of the
306th.

Thus at Knoxville they will have
added several thousand miles to that
total, and will again double the figure
by the time they are home again.

Several of their children have also
attended our reunions, finding it an op-
portunity to spend a few days with
Mom and Dad on the mainland.
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“Elaine said that was true, and that
everyone on the maternal side of my fam-
ily knew. My father was someone in the
American Air Force.

“I called my mum, and there were a few
tears. The cat was out of the bad. | said, |
said, 'Come clean. Tell me what's what.'

"l have always thought of myself as a
true Englishman and a Yorkshireman.
Then | find that I'm half Yank,

"My mother said she met Larry Emeigh
during the war. They fell in love. In May
1944 they were to marry. Larry got a spe-
cial dispensation from his captain. Two
weeks before the wedding she called it off.

“In June 1944 she married Joe Kettle.
She never told Larry that she was preg-
nant because she knew he would have
never lefi.

“In November 1944 | was born. | was 7
pounds, 12 ounces. She told people | was
premature.”

In June 1993, Tony Kettle started the
search for his father.

“All | knew was his name, that he had
been a master sergeant in the Air Force,
he was a musician, and he was from Pitts-
burgh. For all | knew, he could be dead.”

Kettle contacted the American Embassy
in London. At their suggestion, he took out
a personal ad in an Air Force publication,

“English family wishes to know the
whereabouts of WWII friend, Master Sgt.
Larry Emeigh.”

Tony Kettle's name and address in the
South Yorkshire area of English accom-
panied the ad.

MNow Emeigh's version of the story:

In the fall of 1942 Emeigh had a two-
day pass away from duties with the Flying
Fortress Group.

“I'd been to London on leaves. But I'd
often heard how nice the people were in
Yorkshire. So he went there.

“The first time | saw Renée my eyes
popped out of my head."

She Told Larry ‘Yes'

He introduced himself. After dating for
a few months, he asked her to marry him,
and she said yes. Emeigh's parents sent
"a lovely engagerment ring.”

-

T —————

The 306th Bombardment Group His-
torical Association: C. Dale Briscoe,
president; M/Gen. James S.
Cheney, vice president; Russell A.
Strong, secretary, Robert N. Houser,
treasurer. Directors: Joseph R.
Hathaway, John K. Hickey, Wallace
Peckham and Donald N. Snook;
William F. Cavaness, past president;
Wallace D Boring, 1995 reunion
chairman. Ralph Franklin, Keysoe,
Bed-fordshire, England, is our Brit-
ish representative.

306th Echoes is published four times annually;
January, April, July and October, and is mailad
free of charge 1o all known addresses of 306th
personnel, 1942-45. Contributions in support of
this effort may ba remitted to the treasurer,

SECRETARY/EDITOR:

Handles all changes of address, editorial
comments and records:

Russell A, Strong, 5323 Cheval PI1,,
Charlotte, NC 28205. Phone 704/568-3803.

TREASURER:
Send contributions to:

Robert N. Houser, P.O. Box 13362,
Des Moines, LA 50310, 515/279-4498.

The 306th Bomb Group Historical Association is
a Federally tax-exemp! organization and as a
veleran’s group is classified as 501(c)(19).

MORTSEL DUD LOCATED - This spring Bel-
glan authorities unearthed one of the 91
500-pound bombs our planes dropped 5 Apr
43. Intended for Antwerp the bombs actually
fell on the tiny town of Mortsel, resulting in high
civilian casualties. Achille Rely, a Mortsel WWII
aviation historian, forwarded this print which
shows two Belglan soldiers with the relic of
another day.

“l was the crew chief on a 17. That was
my day job. At night | played piano with a
band. Some called us “The Little Glenn Miller”
band. | tried to see Renée every chance |
could, but my time was very limited,”

At Easter time, Renée told him she
needed more of his time than he could
give. She broke off the engagement and
said she would go back to dating an En-
glishman she knew before they met.

That, as far as Larry Emeigh knew, was
the end of the story.

The ad that Kettle had placed in June
1993 brought no response at first. Emeigh
didn't see it, But in October, when he and
his group were playing a dance, a friend
showed him the ad, saying “Is this you?"

Emeigh sent a reply to Tony's address
in England; “| am the man you are seek-
ing. How may | serve you?”

Then came an exchange of letters, pic-
tures and phone calls. The Brit and the
Yank were getting acquainted and plan-
ning their first meeting. “We've tried to
cram 50 years into a week" Kettle told a
Fittsburgh reporter.

The Emeigh family planned a full round
of sightseeing, parties and receptions in
May for Tony's all too brief stay in the
Bethel Heights suburb of Pittsburgh where
the Emeighs live.

Bea Emeigh thinks it has all been “very
special and really wonderful. | didn’t even
know Larry back then...but we've always
wanted grandchildren and we had to wait
until we were over 70. Now we suddenly
have two more grandchildren.”

Tony spoke his piece in a toast he of-
fered at a Pittsburgh party honoring
him..."to the people of Pittsburgh for the
unbounded hospitality they have shown
me. | would also like to thank the Ameri-
cans who fought and died to protect
England.”

Mow that Tony has made his trip to Pitls-
burgh and met the Emeighs, Larry and Bea
are planning a return trip to Yorkshire in
the spring of 19896, when they will mest
those two new grandchildren and get to
know Tony and Christle better.

This story has been adapled from a fea-
ture appearing in the Pitisburgh
Posi-Gazetle.

Reunion Schedule

{cont. from page 1)

of Knoxville for the event. The Hyatt Re-
gency is a contemporary design, with 387
newly-renovated rooms gathered around
an eight-story atrium lobby. Included are a
restaurant, a lounge and a dance club.

Exercise, Too

For those who don't want to slacken their
pace at home, there is a fitness center, an
outdoor pool and a sand volleyball court.
Perched on a hillside overlooking Knoxville,
there is plenty of space for walking and
steep areas that will challenge the fittest.

The hotel has a free trolley to take you
to downtown shopping, entertainment and
to the campus of the University of Tennes-
5ee.

The Hyatt Regency is 20 minutes from
the airport, 30 minutes from Pigeon Forge's
outlet stores and Dollywood, and 45 min-
utes from Gatlinburg and the entrance to
the Great Smoky Mountain National Park.

Thursday afternoon and evening there
will be a visit to the Museum of Appalachia,
an interesting country music environment.
Dinner and entertainment will be there.
There will also be an evening dinner cruise
on a Tennessee River boat. Both groups
will leave by coach for these centers, and
the price includes transportation.

Friday's tours will include Dollywood, a
theme park which Dolly Parton promotes on
TV, and a visit to Gatlinburg, which is often
likened to Switzerland, for its scenery. Again,
buses will leave from the hotel, leaving at 9
a.m. and retumning mid-afternoon.

There will be a tea dance on the spa-
cious lobby level of the hotel to the music
of Al Davis' orchestra. Dinner is available
at the hotel, or wherever you may choose
in the general area. Guidance will be pro-
vided with registration.

Saturday's events will open with a brunch
for ladies, featuring a show by Nancy Lynn
Fashions of Knoxville. Members of the
306th ladies group will model the clothing,
and Betty Boring says there will also be door
prizes.

The annual business meeting of the As-
sociation will be held from 10 to 11:30 in
the hotel, with President C. Dale Briscoe
presiding.

During Saturday afternoon there will be
a tour of the McGhee Tyson Air Base near
Knoxville, and that will include a walk
through of a KC-135 refueling plane.

Qur annual banguet will be held in the
hotel Saturday evening, the cash bar open-
ing at 6, and dinner beginning at 7. Brig.
Gen Walter J, Bacon, USAF Ret, will be
the speaker on this occasion. He flew
FB84Gs in Korea and F-100s out of
Lakenheath, England.

Sunday for most will be a day of travel
homeward,

Registrants

Albertson, Walter & Peg 369
Allenan, Harry G. & Mildred 423
Amundsen, Clements & Virginia 367
Barber, Rex C. & Delsa 369
Barberis, Daniel J. & Grace 423
Bordner, Ralph & Nell 368

Boring, Wallace & Betty 368
Bowen, Vincent & Alice 367
Briscoe, Dale & Beti 369

Busch, Cyril & Carol 369
Carnicom, William & Ruth 423
Cheney, Gen James S & Yvonne 423
Christianson, Chris & Em 368
Clark, Charles R. & Loretta 369
Clark, Joseph & Wynon 423
Connolly, Loras J & Mary 368
Corderman, Delmar & Annie 368
Courtright, Elvin & Jane 423
Courtright, E Grant & Donna 423B
Cumberledge, Theodore 368
Daniel, Robert W, & Pat 423
Drennan, Bill F 368

Economos, George & Kassie 369
Edwards, William R. & Joan 367
Feeney, Eugene & MaryAnn 368
Feaser, William & Pauline 367
Ferrari, John & Jane 423

Fox, Kenneth & Minnie 369
Franklin, Ralph & Daphne Brit

Fredrick, Vincent & Jane 369
Frost, Jack & Wilma 369

Furay, James 369

Goldman, Lowell 368

Gomez, Sidney & Haze| 368
Griffith, William B, 368
Hamilton, Virgil & Evelyn 367
Hamilton, Jack 369

Hansen, Leif H. & Anne 369
Harkin, Terry & Mamie 369
Hathaway, Joseph & Pat 423
Hickey, John & Betty 369
Holland, Richard B. & Sybil 367
Hoolko, Nicholas & Gypsy 367
Houghton, Russell G, 368
Heulihan, William F & Ruth 367
Houser, Robert & Doris 368
Huistra, John & Phyllis 423
Jang, Harry & Ruth 361

Jenks, Lee & Doris 423 :
Jennings, Graford & Margaret 368
Johnson, William F 369

Jones, W. D. & Gene 368
Justice, James & Ruby 369
Kester, Alton & Louise 369
Kolger, Bill & Helen 369
Kuykendall, Reed & Ann 367
Landrum, William 367

Langley, Cap & Shirley 364
Larson, Vemon & Marion 423
Lavery, Robert & Kitty 367
Long, Aobert & Louise Brule 368

McCaleb, E Kenneth & Margaret 367

MecGuire, Arthur & Dorothy 423
McKay, Hack 423

McKillop, Bill & Marge 369
McMahan, Albert 369

Meaux, Allan & Genevieve 369
Mundell, Philip & Theresa 369
Norton, Irving & Virginia 368
O'Hara, Richard & T 367

Oliver, Ralph & Dorothy 369
Outcatt, Norman & Elizabeth 423
Peckham, W. T. & Georgia 369
Persac, Leon & Bemardine 423
Peters, Lucien & Marie 369
Peterson, Edward & Mary 369
Phelan, Hugh & Evelyn 367
Poray, Maynard & Onny GP
Putt, Carroll & Relen 367
Reens, Robert & Vivian 369
Reioux, Paul & Aileen 423

Riva, Hugo & Lucille 367
Rodriguez, J. Louis & Rita 368
Roeder, Gilbert & Pat Salona 368
Ronczy, Ed & Jo 367

Ross, Shirly & Betty 367

Roth, Howard G. & Esther 423
Schieb, Ray K. & Ruth 369
Schneider, Richard G. & Jean 367
Scott, Millard C. 423

Sheom, Colvin & Betty 423
Smith, Bartlett 367

Smith, Lyle & Sarah 369

Smoot, James & Rosemary 423
Snook, Donald & Katherine 369
Sobie, Edward & Helen 361
Sorden, Myron & Kay 367
Starks, Cecil & Esther 367
Starzynski, Robert & Louise 367

Stephens, George A. & Elizabeth 369

Stewart, Forrest J. & Ann 423
Strong, Russell A. & June 367
Swanson, Everett & Mori CJ
Talley, James & Jean 423
Tinklenberg, John & Alice 423
Tzipowitz, Harry & Jean 369
Vandiver, Bud & Lou 369
Vickers, Robert & Helen 367
Wacjs, Fred 367

Waldrop, Robert & Helen 367
Williams, Willie & Hazel 369
Wilson, Clay & Rachel Butner 423
Wilson, Wymond & Arleda 369
Wood, Robert H & Carol 369
Yerak, Ray & Reggie 369
Young, John & Kay 367
Zahniser, Paul & Patricia 423





















